2008 Race review of the British Supermoto Championship to date.

Round 1 

The first round was held at Lydd International Raceway on 27th April. All the DCR riders were really looking forward to the first round, Carl Shield and Scott Woodacre would be contesting just the Open Class while other team member Lee Cunliffe would be contesting the Open and 250cc Class. This would prove very difficult due to the challenging and physical nature of the track.

Open Race 1

Carl crashed while holding fourth place and by the time he had retrieved his bike from the undergrowth and rejoined the track, he had lost a lap and finished in 11th place.

Lee rode well from a bad qualifying position to finish in 6th place, after a great race with his friend and team mate Scott, who finished in 7th place.

Open Race 2

Carl had to work hard after finishing a lowly 11th in the first race to get away from his position at the back of the grid in race 2. He charged through the field making steady progress to finish 4th at the flag. Scott also rode well, dropping a few places at the start but recovered to 6th place. Lee dropped back to 8th, losing places in the last few laps, due to fatigue setting in as he had already done two S3 races at this point.

Open Race 3

Race three turned out to be a bit of a fiasco, in that partway through the race it started to rain. Carl and some of the other riders slowed down thinking the race would be stopped, to allow the riders to change to wet tyres as all riders were out on dry slick tyres. After a few laps it was obvious this wasn’t going to happen, the rain then stopped and Carl started to pick up the pace, getting back up to 4th place on the drying track. He then caught up with the 2nd and 3rd place riders and was challenging for a podium position when the red flag went up, bringing the race to a premature end. The reason given was the slippery conditions, even though by the time the race was stopped the track had dried anyway. So the final result was 4th for Carl and 8th for Scott and Lee wasn’t able to do this race as he was too exhausted to pull his boots back on!

SM3 250 Races

It was a good day for DCR rider Lee Cunliffe who managed to take three second places and led 2nd in the Championship.

Rounds 2 and 3

This was a double header held at Rowragh on the 17th and 18th of May. Unfortunately team leader Carl Shield would not be able to take part, while getting a sneaky practice session in at the same circuit 2 weeks earlier he slipped off and broke his collar bone and two ribs. After a trip to sports orthopaedic specialist Brian Simpson and endless cups of Lancashire tea, even the healing powers of this Northern brew could work wonders but not miracles! Carl still wanted to race even though he was still in a lot of pain but I managed to talk him out of it, as he is leading the Norasport Championship a crash again in his present state could put him out for the rest of the season.

So it was left to team youngsters Scott and Lee to carry the DCR flag.

Saturday

This time Lee would just take part in the 250 race, in which he was in superb form, taking 2 wins and a 2nd. Scott on the other hand damaged his race bike in qualifying and then his spare bike in race 1 and would take no points that day.

Sunday

After myself and team mechanic Andy Fawcett burning the midnight oil totally stripping and rebuilding the engine on Scott’s race bike, his bad luck would continue when he crashed in qualifying over one of the new jumps, he was taken off to hospital with a suspected fractured hip and concussion. He had actually just badly bruised his hip, landing on his head had saved his hip and didn’t make much difference to his head!

Lee on the other hand was 2nd in all three SM3 races. He and series leader Ollie Pope put on a great display of close racing, each time the riders could hardly be split and there was only a wheels length at the finish of all three races. He comes away from the Championship in second place and still in contention to win it.

Summary

Thanks to all our sponsors for all their support. The next DCR team outing will be 1st June at the Three Sisters circuit where all team riders will be in action at the third round of the Norasport Championship. 

Come and see us to meet the riders and join us for a nice cup of Lancashire tea, the kettle is always on!

