THIS YEARS CHALLENGE – ON ANY SUNDAY UP NORTH

Last year we did a thing called The Challenge, which was to do as many different types of event as possible on the same bike. This year, I thought, as I didn’t finish what I set out to do last year and whilst I can still physically throw my leg over a bike, I’ll give it another go!

The first event of the year was the Aintree Sprint, promoted by the Mersey Motorcycle Club and was run at the famous Aintree Grand National horse racing circuit. This was a straight line quarter mile course, more like a drag race, not something that I would normally be interested in competing in, but having never done one before I am always a believer of “don’t knock it until you’ve tried it!”

I thought that this would just be a very low key event but could not have been more wrong. The Mersey Club had really pushed the boat out. It was more like a national event than a club one or even a Grand National event! Aintree, Grand National, get it? Never mind! There was an excellent turn out of spectators and plenty of good trade stands.

In this event I would be riding in 2 classes, the 550 Husaberg, kindly loaned by Johnno Millward in the 600cc class and my own 700 in the 600-750cc class. Practice went well but I would have to change my gearing as I was flat out at half distance. Race runs were to take place in number order and as my number was 120 for the 550 race and 127 for the 700cc race this was going to prove difficult. After completing my run on the 550, I would have to charge back to the start and jump on the 700. I managed to do this with the help of two friends, Colin Fitzsimmons and Mark Heaton who had only turned up to spectate but really got stuck in and helped!

The first run on the 550 was not too bad, but still need to change the gearing as I was still flat out along way before the end. I recorded a time of 12.5 seconds. The same went for the 700 except I recorded a time of 11.5 seconds Back to the pits, changed gearing again and lined up for the second run but didn’t feel I did very well. The 550 wheelied too much off the line and was slower than before, and on the 700 I missed a gear change but still managed the same time as I had on the first run and the gearing was perfect so that left me confident of improving on the next run.

On the third run, I missed a gear change, then on the 700, trying too hard off the line, I almost flipped it setting off! I grabbed the clutch, changed up a gear and let it have it but the front wheel just came up again. At this point I thought the run had gone so I would just put on a show! I carried on wheelying down the quarter mile reaching flat out in fifth gear, I put the wheel down about 30 yards short of the finish and recorded a time of 15 seconds. The crowd really appreciated it and I apparently got the biggest cheer of the day!

My last two runs were a waste as I messed up the start on the 550 and fried the clutch on the 700, so in both classes my first runs were my best times and although the 600’s multi-cylinders did get the better of the 550, the awesome power and torque of the 700 off the line was good enough to get second in class.

I am sure that if I was to do this event again, the 700 would go faster and I’d see if I could do a 14 second run wheelie! Many thanks to Colin Fitzsimmons and Mark Heaton for all their help and to Alan Owen and the rest of the Mersey Club for putting on a real event like this. Thanks to DCR sponsors, Michelin, Putoline and Lancashire Tea for their support.

