DCR 2011 YEAR END RACE REPORT

Hello race fans, 

Well it has been a busy year for DCR in more ways than one. First I was to reach the 50 mark and Christine and I were to tie the knot on the same day. With this in mind I promised myself early on in the year that I would get out on my bike and ride as many races as possible. 

In February I was contacted by Christian Iddon who had a friend Chris Northover who works as a test rider for Superbike magazine, who wanted to try a supermoto bike. There was a test day coming up at Three Sisters so I lent him a bike and decided to go for a ride myself. On the day the weather was great and we were having a good time until I decided to fling myself over the bars, breaking a few ribs and my collar bone in the process. 

On the positive side, Chris  Northover was that impressed with the bike he tried that he wanted to buy it, so while I was being attended to by the paramedics in the medical centre I sold him the bike. This impressed Andy Mitchell and Christian, who told my Dad “Dave sold a bike while the paramedics were fixing him up!”

In 2011 we were not running a race team again but instead helping certain riders from different disciplines, as well as running the DCR/Michelin tyre support at the Norasport British Supermoto Championships.  The DCR riders were:

Lee “Willo” Williams  - Supermoto
Lewis Cornish – Supermoto
Andy Mitchell –Supermoto
Kiaran Hankin – Enduro and Trails
Steve and Stuart France – Sidecar MX
John Pearson – FMX
Joel Clarke – BMX
Lee Williams
Lee Willo had an excellent year, getting on the podium a few times, riding for GB in the Motard of Nations and finishing 4th in the British Championships.
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Lewis Cornish

Lewis also had a good year, finishing 5th in the Championships, so achieving his goal this year of a top five place. 
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Andy Mitchell

Now in semi retirement, Andy rides selected events but still has the speed and knows how to put on a good show.
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Kiaran Hankin

Probably one of the best, if not the best all round rider in Britain. In the past he has ridden in world championship trials, he has lapped the TT course at 125mph average lap, had class wins at the Tough One enduro and now at the ripe old age of 40 is out riding every weekend at a trial or enduro. 
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Steve and Stuart France

The France brothers Steve and Stuart sidecar combination has seen Stuart doing the monkeys job for the first year. He has improved greatly as the season progressed. Steve had such a good year last year with his long term passenger Lee Machin that this year was going to be a learning year for him and his brother. However they finished 8th place in the British championship and Steve’s best GP result to date, 14th at the Dutch GP.
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John Pearson

John does what John does best and travels all the country and overseas with his freestyle show, and never fails to entertain with his stunts.
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Joel Clarke

Joel this year would compete in his first National BMX series, but would have to miss two rounds due to his Mum and Dad’s wedding. He finished the season in 14th place with his best race result being 5th. He also finished 2nd in the North region series and 1st in his club summer series. 

His last race of the season was the British Championships, a one off meeting which all UK riders don’t miss, held in Cheddar, Somerset. There were 56 riders in his age group and he rode to victory in his first heat, passing the national number 2 rider on the last corner. He had a 3rd and a 5th in his other heats, getting him a place in the quarter finals. 
He rode really well to get 4th place in the quarters, then did it all again to get top four in the semis gaining a place in the final of the biggest UK BMX event of the year.
As can happen in racing, a fall just in front of him in the final took him down and his race was over, finishing 7th. At the end of his first year racing his final ranking for the 2011 season was 9th in Britain.
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DC

My first ride on a bike this year saw me end up in hospital having to have an operation to plate my collar bone. After that my next ride was at the Cholmondeley Pageant of Power. It was on the 16th/17th of July, only 2 weeks before our wedding, so I promised Christine I would take my time. I was joined by DCR Supermoto rider, Andy Mitchell.
When we arrived we both laughed as the event was far bigger than we expected, it was a pleasant surprise. The course was superb, on my first timed run I surprised myself being fastest motorcycle and on my second run, second fastest, behind Darren Fry on his Buildbase Ducatti.

On day two the rain came and although Andy and I were faster in the wet than we had been on the dry, we were still a second off Darren’s dry time the day before. We did put on a good show for Supermoto and we were 1st and 2nd all day on the Sunday.
After seeing the photos, Christine remarked that I said I was going to take it easy, which was when I decided to tell her I had entered the Barbon Hill Climb the week before the wedding!
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So the following weekend I went off to Barbon leaving Christine to do the last minute wedding preparations (no brainer, hey guys?!) 
Barbon Hill Climb is one of the oldest events going now, in it’s 51st year, held in the grounds of Barbon Manor about 3 miles north of Kirkby Lonsdale. For this event I would be joined by DCR rider Christian Iddon and Chris Babbit, all riding DCR Husaberg’s. I also decided to ride a KTM 250 2 stroke in the 250 class. It was a nice day and a big crowd had turned up to see the action.


DC IN ACTION AT BARBON
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Christian, now riding TAG Triumph in the British Supersport and Matt Winstanley back in the UK after winning a GP at the world Supermoto championships both really put on a great show, each setting new course records.
Matt won the under 500 class and Christian won the 500-750 class. Old man DC won the 250 class and all three DCR riders made the top 15 fastest rider run-off. 
Chris did not make the top 10, however he hadn’t ridden a bike for over a year so had done well to make the top 15. 
Christian was unlucky that he changed into neutral while going into the hairpin, somehow managing to stay on the bike but not making the top 10.
I had no excuse as I had finished 4th last year but only managed 8th this time round. I made the call to Christine to say I was ok apart from my broken leg and could she pick me up from Lancaster hospital! Seriously we had a great weekend and even though it was Christian’s first time up the hill, it will not be his last. 
                                
The following weekend was the wedding and the night before Christine and the girls were staying over Alston Hall, our wedding venue. Joel and I had planned to travel there in a Lotus classic car, but being a Lotus it failed its MOT so I arranged to borrow a bike from my friend Bryan. Christine put her foot down and said no and arranged us a lift. So…the day of the wedding dawned and we took delivery of the bike and Joel and I rode to the venue on it, getting a great reception on our arrival! 
Everything that day was perfect, the ride over in beautiful weather, the venue, the ceremony (short and sweet), the food and to share it all with our family and friends. Christine organised nearly everything, nobody could have done better, and she made my day.
The morning after the wedding it was breakfast and then off to the Three Sisters to do the tyre support, then up at 4am on the Monday morning to fly off to France for our honeymoon.
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The final meeting of the year was the last round of the British Supermoto Championship at Cadwell Park, where the King of the Hill trophy is contested, won the previous year for DCR by Christian, who was hoping to try and win it again. 
Practice went well, as did qualifying with Christian setting the pole position for the first race. Back in the pits we had to swap to the spare bike, a 550 that had been built from used parts two days earlier, as the 650 had developed a crack in the engine case. Christian won all three races and again took the King of the Hill trophy for 2011.
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Big thanks to Norasport who have run a really good championship this year, well done to championship winner Chris Hodgson who has been the fastest, most consistent rider all year, riding for the Skyzone team. 

Thank you to all our riders for all their efforts. 

Thank you to our sponsors, Michelin, Putoline, Lazer helmets and Regina chain for their continued support. 

Thank you to mechanic Andy Fawcett, Chris Babbit and Rick Nuttall for helping at events when needed.

Thank you to my lovely wife Christine (she has been promoted) for putting up with me!  

I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, see you all next year!
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