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The Challenge 
 
 

The challenge came about when Husaberg privateer Andy Williamson and myself were 
discussing at length the 2008 Supermoto fixture list.  Andy was saying how disappointed 
he was with the choice of venues, as some of the top tracks had been excluded from the 
championship calendar. He was thinking of selling his SM bike altogether and just going 
mountain biking. My answer to this was “life does not begin and end with the Nora and 
British Championships, there are lots of other types of events that can be raced on a 
supermoto bike”. We both thought it was a good idea to try some of these different 
events. So the challenge was born…..to see how many different types of event we could 
race in on the same bike. 
 
We both applied for our ACU licenses and put down every type of motorcycle activity 
that it was possible to race in (except trials, as we drew the line at trying to ride a SM 
bike in the Sheffield arena!).  
 
Event 1 
 
For all the races I rode one of my team FS550 bikes, Andy rode his own FS550. 
My first meeting of the year was at the Lancashire grass track in May, which if you don’t 
know is like speedway on an oval grass track and the races are just four laps long, but 
all action!  
 
Both Andy and I were thrown in at the deep end as racing that day were two top grass 
track riders Tim Greig (winner of a European Flat track championship race) and James 
Heaton ex youth and multi North West Grass track champion. In the first and third races 
I finished a distant 3rd and was a lap down in the second after stalling it on the line! Andy 
wasn’t far behind in 4th, taking 3rd in the second race. 
 
During the interval I rode round the track several times on my pushbike and gave myself 
a good talking to, as I was determined to make the grass track regulars race a bit harder 
for the win. This seemed to do the trick, in the fourth race I finished 3rd after a great 
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battle with James Heaton and only a bike length behind Tim Greig. In the fifth race I 
finished second when James was disqualified for running off the course. The final race 
was again a titanic battle, while James and I were battling for the lead going into the last 
lap, Tim Greig used all his experience to sneak round the inside to take the win by a 
bikes length at the flag. James beat me for 2nd by a wheel. When we came off the track 
we were all laughing, and then shook hands, it had been a day of great fun. 
Andy with his consistent riding managed to take 3rd overall, this is a DCR recommended 
event, give it a go! 
 
 
 
 
Event 2 
 
The next event on the list was a Preston MCC road race meeting at Three Sisters in 
July. 
Myself and DCR team rider Scott Woodacre went to take part.  
Before the racing started the organizers informed us that we would have to ride in a road 
race style, i.e., feet up! This would take a bit of getting used to for us. 
 
The first race was the single cylinder race, in which I had a start to finish victory. 
The next race was the 350cc-750cc races, which was to say the least very close! I had a 
really close battle with two riders on 750cc Suzuki’s, I was very impressed with these 
two guys, the way they managed to get their big bikes round what for them would be a 
tight, twisty track. They managed to keep me at bay to finish a close 3rd behind them. 
 
The third race was a Derek Rigby memorial race open to all sizes of bikes. Off the start, I 
was in 3rd, after one lap I moved into 2nd then for a few laps I had a good race with ex 
Preston club champion and all round nice guy Stuart Ormisher, before I went on to take 
the win. 

    
  
 
Race four was another single cylinder race where I again took the win after a great battle 
with my much younger team rider Scott Woodacre! 
 
The fifth and final race would be the second 350cc-750cc where the two Suzuki guys 
and myself would be joined in a four-way battle this time with Scott. Scott used the 
awesome power of the 700 to pass me down the straight; he moved into 2nd but was 
excluded for reverting back to the SM style of feet down. On the last lap of the race I was 
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determined to split the Suzuki’s, but sliding down the inside coming off the hill I tried a 
little bit too hard and slid straight on into the gravel trap.  
 
At the prize presentation I milked it for all it was worth, every time I went up to pick up a 
trophy I kept saying to Scott, “Another one Scott!” The look on his face was a picture; the 
old man had beaten him! To be fair to Scott he did set the fastest lap of the day while 
chasing me. This was another DCR recommended event, it was great fun to race 
against all the different types of bike and the road race riders accepted us 
unconventional motard boys well. 
 
Event 3 
 
This was to be a sprint race, held at the Cuborough Sprint Track, near Litchfield. This 
event was run by the Nantwich and District club, a club that holds fond good memories 
for me as I raced with them many times, way back in my motocross days.  
 
What was really nice was that all the old guys who used to run the club back in the day 
were still there helping to organize things. It was great to catch up with them and they 
were really pleased that I was going to take part. 
For those of you who don’t know what a sprint is, it is exactly what it says! It is where 
you do one lap of the racetrack against the clock. Each rider got two practice runs and 
then it was straight into the races. 
 
After practice the weather changed and it started to rain. I was riding in two classes, the 
400-600cc class on the 550 and the 600-1000cc on the 700. After a bit of frantic tyre 
changing, we slapped on the Michelin wets and we were good to go. 
 

     
 
In my first run on the 550 I was a bit unsure of the conditions and posted 2nd, but a KTM 
had gone the fastest. It was time to bring out the beast! 
On the 700 I set the fastest time in the class and fastest overall. Then on the second run 
I went fastest on the 550 and fastest on the 700, this would give me both class wins in 
front of the KTM’s, which was nice! 
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We would then get two more runs, which would count for the best overall time. By this 
time the rain had stopped and the track was drying but was still wet for slicks. I was 
pushed hard by the KTM boys but still managed to post the fastest times on both bikes 
again. This gave me the best overall time of the day. 
 
At the end of the day the fastest ten riders got an extra chance to race for another 
trophy. After an hour-long break all the riders assembled for the very last run. The guy in 
front of me on a 500 Honda 2 stroke had a slick rear tyre, I thought “does he know 
something I don’t? or has he just gone crazy?!”  
As I got round the first two corners I realized I had made a big mistake, in the long break 
the track had dried out a lot and the slick was the right choice. As I came out of the last 
corner the bike was squirming all over and I was beaten by 1/100th of a second. 
 
I always tell my young team riders to always check track conditions just before they go 
out to race, something I should have done rather than sit drinking tea under the awning! 
 
It was the first time I had ever done a sprint, but it will not be the last. It is very addictive 
as every time you go the line you are trying to beat yourself. Some of the machines that 
were taking part were real one off purpose built bikes and although looked a little weird, 
were really fast. All the competitors were really friendly, big thanks to the Nantwich club 
especially Bill Shaw and Bob McMinn, these guys have been with the club as long as I 
can remember and are still out there promoting events. 
 
 
 
Event 4 
 
This was the final round of the British Championship and the 1st round of the P+O Irish 
Supermoto Championship, both sponsored by P+O Ferries. It was held at the Bishops 
Court circuit on the Northern Ireland west coast. It is a great track with one of the longest 
straights in supermoto.  
For this meeting I was accompanied by my partner Christine and son Joel, to make the 
journey easier we had decided to take the overnight ferry from Birkenhead. What we 
hadn’t known was that there were going to be storm force winds that evening which 
delayed our ferry by 7 hours, finally setting off at 5am! We eventually arrived in Down 
Patrick the next afternoon and went down to the track to put the bike through technical 
control.  
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The next morning brought driving rain and a bitterly cold wind. While catching up with ex 
DCR team rider and World Championship winner Christian Iddon, he noticed I was 
wearing my race boots and asked if I was racing, I told him yes but in the Irish round not 
the British, to which he replied so was he and a lot of the other British riders and that he 
would see me on the line! 
 
 
Qualifying 
 
This didn’t go too well and I ended up in 14th place, just over half way up the grid. 
 
Race 1 
 
I was determined to make up a few places and went steaming down the inside into the 
first turn. Two riders in front of me crashed and I had to lay the bike down and slid into 
them. Luckily nobody ran into me and there was no damage to me or the bike.  
I picked up the bike and caught up with the back end of the pack and moved up the field, 
finishing 12th at the flag. 
 
Race 2 
 
I had a better start then began to have a ding-dong with Husaberg privateer Chris 
Babbit, overtaking him on the dirt section and then him passing me on the straight. We 
were having our own race but had moved up into 4th and 5th. Then Christian came past, 
only to crash a few laps later. Ady Smith also passed us and then crashed too.  
In the closing stages I started to have problems with my roll off goggles jamming. This 
lost me two more places, but I still managed to finish 7th. This was good for me as my 
goal had been to enjoy the day and I had made the top 10, which was great. 
 
Race 3 
 
In the last race of the day I managed to finish in 10th place. 
 
Summary 
 
The weather had not been kind to us but the racing had been great. Any UK riders that 
haven’t been should get over there and try a few of these Irish meetings.  
Thanks to Sam McMinn for promoting a superb event and to Eddie Johnson for sorting 
out my entries and supplying us with a mountain of scones and soda bread! 
Thanks to Mark Troughton for the excellent after race Carson’s cider! Also many thanks 
to Mark for coming up from Dublin to support us and mechanic for me and to Maria for 
her support and for sending out these reports.  
 
To summarise “The Challenge”, unfortunately there were two more events we had to 
miss. The first was the Chorley Club Enduro, as it clashed with a Supermoto meeting 
and the second was the Scunthorpe Flat Track meeting, due to a heavy dose of man flu! 
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I thoroughly enjoyed all the meetings I took part in and I would recommend any other 
Supermoto riders out there to challenge themselves and their bikes to do some different 
events, you never know you may even come away with a trophy! 

 


