RACE REPORT FOR THE  4th ROUND OF THE IRISH SUPERMOTO CHAMPIONSHIP in CORK, SOUTHERN IRELAND.

This weekend Dave made the trip to Ireland to attend the 4th round of the Irish Supermotard Championship in Cork, it turned into an epic journey, if only for the trip back to the ferry. For anybody not familiar with Ireland, Cork is on the south coast, aproximately 260km from Dublin. 

On arrival at the track, I went to visit the SMR Husaberg team, who had made the long trip from England. Team principal Keith Needham said he didn’t mind making the long trip as he thought it was one of the best tracks in Ireland. I had to agree and thought it was more like one of the the best in the British Isles. It is a fantastic track with a well designed off road section, a big club house overlooking the track and good spectator viewing. There is another track under construction and when it is all finished it will be up toGP standard.

Practice started and SDR rider Greg Kinsella was struggling with a misfire on the 650, caused by a faulty plug cap. SMR rider Keith Farmer was in the wars when he lost the front end on the dirt section and face planted himself into the ground. Showing he is made of the right stuff he went back out in the super pole and took pole position.

Race 1 SM2 450cc class

This was a straight start to finish victory for SDR rider Greg Kinsella, building up a commanding lead in the first few laps. He cruised to victory ahead of Yamaha rider David McKee.

Race 1 SM1 open class

This was much a much closer affair with Kinsella, Farmer and McKee battling away for the lead. At the halfway stage it was McKee from Kinsella then Farmer.

With two laps to go Greg made his move on the dirt section only to overshoot a corner half way round the last lap, allowing McKee back into the lead. Greg then almost took the lead on the exit from the dirt and it was a drag race to the finish. Using the awesome power of his SDR Husaberg 650 he took the win by 0.009 second.

Keith Farmer finished third.

Race 2 SM2

This was another close race between Kinsella and McKee, this time McKee led right up to the last lap, when Kinsella slipped through to take a well deserved win.

Race 2 SM1

This time Farmer took the holeshot from Kinsella and then McKee. This time it was the two Husaberg riders taking control, they both cleared off to leave the Yamaha mounted McKee a distant third. Kinsella passed Farmer to take the lead at half distance. With four laps remaining Farmer started to hit problems, the carbon wheel Keith had opted to use cracked on impact on one of the jumps, not allowing him to continue. Greg Kinsella took an easy win to make it four out of four and now leads the championship in both classes.

Keith Farmer did not have the luck of the Irish this day, but has definitely got a big future in Supermoto, he is young, fast and has good style.

Driving Stephen Duddy’s van I left the track at 4pm to allow plenty of time to get back to the ferry. At about half distance the road was closed due to a bad traffic accident, after an aproximately 60 mile detour and numerous traffic jams I got back on the motorway to Dublin. With about 30km to go and by now running very late, the van swerved violently as a rear tyre blew out. Managing to pull off the motorway at Mondello Park, I discovered there was no jack or wheel brace in the van! 

After several phone calls and using a borrowed jack I managed to get back on the road. This time, running really late I rang ahead to the ferry port to ask if they would wait for me. I reached the end of the motorway to hit another gridlock due to an abandoned car in the middle lane. I then proceeded to the ferry port at breakneck speed only to see a police man step out to stop traffic. It was a big relief to see he was stopping the car in front! After a very eventful journey I made it to the ferry with seconds to spare!

Special thanks to Greg Kinsella and his family for trying to get everyone they knew to help me, to Maria Garcia for escorting me to the ferry port at breakneck speed and to the nice lady at Norfolkline ferries for holding the ferry up for me, I will definitely travel with them again!

