RACE REPORT FOR THE 2ND AND 3RD ROUND OF THE MRO BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIP ON THE 23RD AND 24TH OF JUNE 2006

The above took place at the Lydden Hill circuit in Kent, racing taking place on Saturday and Sunday. Due to work commitments and the long trip there, Dave could only get down there on the Saturday evening.

Saturday qualifying went well, with DCR rider Andy Mitchell in 3rd place and SDR rider Greg Kinsella in 5th. The first SM1 race was a disaster for Andy Mitchell while lying in a good second place, Jay Smith tried to come from fourth to second in one move. The result being he passed Ady Smith and ran straight into Andy, wiping himself and Andy out in the process. Luckily Andy did not suffer any broken bones and was able to race on Sunday dosed up on painkillers. This left Greg Kinsella to take up the challenge and so he did with two 3rd places in the SM1 races and 3rd in the super final. 

It was an unlucky end for SMR rider Keith Farmer when a tyre marking the track was knocked into his path by the rider in front of him. This resulted in a horrendous crash and a trip to Canterbury hospital, he hadn’t broken anything but had severe bruising, meaning no further part in the weekend for him.

Sunday’s SM1 1st race saw Andy Mitchell make a good start second to Sam Warren for most of the race until Ady Smith managed to pass, then Andy made a rare mistake, exiting left off the dirt section, dropping back to sixth place.

Greg Kinsella failed to finish when his fuel pipe ruptured, meaning he ran out of fuel while holding 3rd place, with only two corners to go.

SMR rider Alan Smith rode the ride of his life to finish 3rd, he did benefit from Andy and Greg’s misfortune, but you have to be in a position to take advantage of a situation when it arises and he rode really hard to do that, well done!

Race 2 was a bit of a dull race with most riders holding station through the whole race, Andy finished 3rd after running behind Sam Warren and Ady Smith for most of the race. Greg again failed to finish when the bike cut out, caused by a faulty kill switch.

For the super final, Greg opted to use Andy Mitchell’s spare bike, as he had not qualified but was given promoters choice so he had to start from the back of the grid. Andy once again made a good start in 4th having a good race with Ady Smith. Greg on the other hand was having to carve his way through the pack, getting up to 8th place by the half way stage, only to slide to the floor on exit from the dirt. He remained in 15th place and then his charge started. While the first four were all clear, Greg once again came right through the field to set his fastest lap of the weekend and managed to take 5th place on the last lap, lapping faster than the leaders. Andy again rode through the pain to finish fourth.

Once again it was another well run meeting for the British MRO series, the Lydden Hill track was in superb condition, even if it is a five and a half hour journey from our Preston base. A British championship should be all over the British Isles and we are looking forward to the next round at Ingleston, Edinburgh.

