RACE REPORT FOR THE 4TH ROUND OF THE BRITISH SUPERMOTO CHAMPIONSHIP AT WARDEN LAW, SUNDERLAND ON SUNDAY 14TH AUGUST 2005

The fourth round of the championship saw the DCR team travelling back to the Warden Law Karting North East circuit in sunny Sunderland. This was a welcome venue to all the teams and riders, returning to a true supermoto track. The DCR team never travels anywhere without a few minor glitches, however this time things were running smoothly, with all the bikes prepped and transported to the track on Friday, ready for practice on Saturday. Then Fred arrived….. but unfortunately his luggage didn’t! This caused a delay but luckily Fred had previously left his leathers and boots with the team, so Dave had to kit him out with everything else he needed, except underwear, hence his new nickname, Fred “commando” Fiorentino!

Most of the teams decided not to bother practicing on the Saturday, due to the terrible weather conditions. Dave travelled up early on Sunday morning and took the sunshine with him. The dry conditions helped tyre choice, with Michelin SM tyres all round.

QUALIFYING

 SM2 qualifying went well, with three Husaberg riders on the front row, for the first time ever. 2nd Sam Warren, 3rd Fred Fiorentino, 4th Rob Cross.

SM1 qualifying again saw three Husabergs on the front row with Sam Warren snatching pole position on his last lap, 3rd Christian Iddon, 4th Fred Fiorentino, 8th Andy Mitchell.

SM2 RACE 1

Sam snatched the lead with Rocket Rob close behind in second, after Matt Winstanley crashed in the early stages, remounting in about sixth position. These positions stayed the same until about two thirds distance, when Matt started to catch up with Rob. Both riders then started to make ground up on Sam, when back markers came into play. Rob was badly held up, allowing Matt through to second, he continued to chase hard, matching Matt’s pace but with three laps remaining he crashed heavily coming off the dirt section. 

Matt had closed the gap back on Sam to approximately five seconds, Sam responded immediately as he was determined to take his first win in the 450 class and stretched his lead to eight seconds at the flag. He did his fastest laps of the race in the last three laps, incredible considering all the back markers. After a terrible start, Fred managed to claw his way back to third, but was not going to be able to challenge the two leaders. Rob managed to remount and finish in the points but his low position did not reflect on how well he had been riding. 1st Sam, 2nd Matt, 3rd Fred.

SM1 RACE 1

Sam made the most of his pole position and took the holeshot, followed by Matt and Christian. Fred again had a terrible start and found himself back in 9th place behind teammate Andy. Christian quickly moved up into second place, only to slip off on the dirt section and Matt accidentally ran over him, breaking his wrist and hand. 

Not to be deterred by this, Christian remounted in fourth place and set chase. Matt passed Sam to take the lead, meanwhile after making some fantastic passing manoeuvres Fred moved up into second place and was chasing Matt, catching him by a second a lap.

This is how the positions stayed till the finish, with hard charging Christian managing to snatch third from Sam on the final lap. Other team rider Andy struggled to seventh place with carburetion problems. 1st Matt, 2nd Fred, 3rd Christian, 4th Sam, 7th Andy.

SM2 RACE 2

This was a bit of a dull race, Matt took the holeshot and carried on to take the win. He was chased all the way by Sam and after two crashes Rob pulled out as he was unable to restart his bike and had lost two laps before he got it going. Fred again had a bad start (nothing to do with not wearing any underpants!), but charged through the field to finish third. 1st Matt, 2nd Sam, 3rd Fred.

SM1 RACE 2

As it has been from the very first round at Lydd, the SM1 last race of the day was an epic. After having his hand in an ice bucket between races, and it looking all the colours of the rainbow, Christian managed to pull his glove on and make the start line, determined to take some points. At the start, Sam again took the holeshot, followed by Matt then Christian. Fred yet again had the most horrendous start, down in eighth place. 

You would have thought Christian would have just ridden for the points, but this was definitely not the case, he was trying even harder. All three riders set a really hot pace, Matt passed Sam and started to open up a small advantage.Christian then passed Sam and pulled Matt’s lead back, taking Sam with him. All three riders were back together again, meanwhile with all the action up front, nobody had noticed Fred was actually lapping faster than the leaders and charged through to fourth. Christian then passed Matt, all three riders still very close. 

A lap later, Matt re took Christian,  however this was short lived as Christian re took the lead on the finish corner. Fred, meanwhile had been chasing hard all race and caught the leading bunch with two laps to go, this was reminiscent of the last race at Lydd. This time the leading bunch got broken into two by back markers, Christian took the win with his fastest lap of the race on the last lap, Matt second and Fred taking third from Sam on the last lap. Andy finished 6th after losing a race long battle late in the race to KTM rider Ady Smith.

At the finish, Christian was delighted to take the win after being in severe discomfort because of his injury. Fred was angry with himself after catching the leading group, he said he had made a mistake on the dirt section, leaving himself too much to do, but he had the consolation of taking the fastest lap of the race. 1st Christian, 2nd Matt, 3rd Fred, 4th Sam, 6th Andy.

SUMMARY

A fantastic track, fantastic racing, can’t wait to see to see it all again on TV. Once again a great team effort, with special thanks to Chris Hartley, Andy Naylor, Blake Sporne, Yvonne Trotter for keeping the mechanics supplied with tea and coffee, Jean from WDS suspension and Jeff Decamps (Fred’s webmaster), Jean and Jeff both having made the journey from Belgium to be there. Also thanks to all the sponsors for all their support. 

Fred “commando” Fiorentino’s army of female fans will be disappointed to know that his missing luggage finally turned up late on Sunday evening, after he had set off back to Belgium. Meanwhile, Dave will be open to any reasonable offer for any item of used clothing that anyone would like to bid for! 

We will now have a long break until the next race at Rowragh in November, as the September meeting at Scarborough has been re-scheduled for 4th December at the Three Sisters circuit in Wigan.

