RACE REPORT FOR THE FIFTH ROUND OF THE BRITISH SUPERMOTO CHAMPIONSHIP AT ROWRAGH, CUMBRIA, SUNDAY 6TH NOV 2005

The penultimate round of the Vivaldi British Championship took place at the picturesque Rowragh circuit in the northern tip of the Lake District on Sunday 6th November. 

DCR preparation went surprisingly well until Christian Iddon’s father Paul phoned at 5.30pm on Friday evening, in a mild panic, after running Christian’s spare bike on SMR’s dyno after an engine rebuild, Paul uncharacteristically forgot to put oil in the engine, then did another two dyno runs in this condition. It was only when SMR‘s Keith Needham got a call form the environmental health department about the excessive smoke coming from his building extractor, that Paul realised his mistake. When Paul arrived at the DCR workshop we started the bike although it was still running it looked like it was burning coal!

First thing on Saturday morning DCR mechanics Andy Fawcett and Chris Hartley stripped and rebuilt the engine in double quick time, two and a half hours from start to finish. Well done guys, I will expect that every time from now on!

From then on, things ran very smoothly, arriving at the track for free practice on Saturday, all the team riders decided not to bother because of the excessive rain, which carried on throughout the night, causing flooding. Parts of the track were under six inches of water, Ken Winstanley’s team of officials decided to delay the practice to allow the track to drain. What a good call, the marshals worked like crazy to clear the track, and within the hour it was clear. 

Open timed training saw KTM rider Matt Winstanley grab pole position, DCR riders Fred Fiorentino 2nd, Christian Iddon 3rd and recently crowned Nora champion Andy Mitchell taking 5th on the new stock ’06 model Husaberg. 

The 450 class saw Matt again take 1st, Fred 2nd and DCR rider Sam Warren 3rd.

450 Race 1

Sam grabbed the holeshot and held the lead for several laps. Matt Winstanley fought his way back through the field after an early fall, passing Fred then Sam to take a well deserved win. Other DCR team rider Rob Cross rode superbly, although his results did not show, falling on the first lap, restarted in twentieth place, he fought his way back to eighth at the flag.

Open Race 1

It was KTM veteran Ady Smith who headed the pack from Matt, Sam, Christian, Andy and Fred. Sam and Christian both passed Ady, by this time Matt had a comfortable lead. Christian then passed Sam to take second, Sam finished third, Fred in fourth after a titanic battle with Ady and Andy sixth after two crashes.

450 Race 2

This was again a start to finish victory for Matt Winstanley, Fred took a comfortable second, and Rob managed to keep it upright this time and took a well deserved third. Sam meanwhile broke his gear lever after hitting the tyre and had to come into the pits to change it.

Open Race 2

Once again the last race of the day turned out to be a real barn burner, as it has been all through the championship. Ady Smith once again made a lightening start followed by Christian, Matt, Andy, Sam and Fred. Positions stayed the same for the first four laps, then Christian managed to make a pass on Ady and extend the small gap. Matt then passed Ady and both him and Christian started to open up a gap on Ady, who was now coming under pressure from Andy. A few seconds behind there was another battle between Sam and Fred. Up at the front though, it was all action. On the final lap, Christian almost spun the bike round while entering the dirt section and Matt closed right in. On the final corner, Christian took the drier outside line, Matt took the wetter inside and almost made the pass, drawing alongside Christian at the finish. Christian took the win by one hundredth of a second. Ady held off Andy to take third, Andy fourth, Sam fifth and Fred sixth.

Summary

The Vivaldi Naturally the best rider of the day award went to Matt Winstanley after clinching the 450 championship title after his second race win, congratulations to Matt. DCR rider of the day was a toss up between Rob Cross after his gutsy ride in the first race then a podium place in the second and SMR rider Phil Smithson (ex world champion enduro rider), with his personally best ride of the championship, seventh in the first open race, close behind Nora champion Andy Mitchell, making him one of the most improved riders of the year.

Special thanks to DCR mechanics Chris Hartley, Andy Naylor and Andy Fawcett for all their hard work. Thanks also to Christian’s mum, Weed who is always the first to help the mechanics get packed away at the end of the day.

For the final clash of the titans, get down to Three Sisters on Sunday 4th December and see some real racing, we will be there!

