RACE REPORT FOR THE FINAL ROUND OF THE VIVALDI SUPERMOTO BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIP AT THREE SISTERS ON 4TH DEC 2005

Preparations for the final round at the Three Sisters circuit in Wigan, this time went without a glitch! No panic situations, no trucks breaking down, no bikes needing last minute re-builds, no luggage lost at the airport and only thirty minutes to travel down the M6 to the UK’s premier British Supermoto circuit. It was a shame it had to be in the bleak midwinter as the Wigan girls like to show off their assets when the sun is shining!

Arriving at the circuit on Saturday morning, not all the riders chose to use the practice sessions because some of them had rode there many times and knew the circuit well.

Sunday morning brought the rain, and did it rain! Luckily it only lasted during the first practice session. 

Timed training SM2 class 

With Matt Winstanley having won the championship at the previous round at Rowrah, he decided not to compete in this class. This left the battle for second place between DCR riders Fred Fiorentino and Sam Warren. Fred clocked the best time to take pole, Honda rider Matthew Pope took second and Sam third. DCR rider Rob Cross was in fifth position.

Timed training SM1 class

Iddo set the pace, clocking the fastest time to take pole position. KTM rider Matt Winstanley was second, Fred third, DCR rider Andy Mitchell fourth, Sam seventh, Husaberg riders Lee Jones and Phil Smithson eighth and ninth respectively.

SM2 Race 1

Fred starting from pole stalled his bike on the second corner, losing a lap trying to re-start. Honda rider Matt Pope took the lead, Sam lying in fourth on the first lap battled his way through to take the lead about half distance, to take a comfortable win. Rob Cross came in fourth and Fred battled his way back to gain a few valuable points.

SM1 Race 1

Christian starting from pole took the holeshot and immediately started to open up a gap of about thirty metres. Andy was a comfortable second, followed by Matt Winstanley, then Sam in fourth and Fred sixth. Matt then passed Andy, and then Christian uncharacteristically made his first unforced error of the year. On entry to the first dirt section he got the bike sideways and after almost saving it he finally crashed. He picked the bike up and rejoined the race in fourth position. He then passed Sam to take third and this is how it looked it would finish. Andy then crashed heavily and lost about ten places. Fred meanwhile was having a race long battle with  KTM rider Jay Smith, both making several passes on each other throughout the race. On the last lap, Christian fell in exactly the same place as Andy, he managed to pick it up and finished third to secure the Championship win. Matt Winstanley took the race win, Ady Smith, fellow KTM rider was second, Christian was third, Sam fourth, Fred fifth, Lee Jones sixth, Andy seventh and Phil Smithson ninth. A very creditable ride was also had by Tom Tunstall, world Supersport  rider on his first ride on a supermoto bike this year, finishing fourteenth on a DCR new 2006 demo bike.

At the end of the race there was a bizarre twist, KTM rider Jay Smith, having broken down decided to abandon his bike and walk across the track into the course and flagged down the oncoming Fred. 5”6 tall Fred stopped, to be pulled off his bike by 6”5 giant Jay and attacked. After trying to scratch Fred’s eyes out he was finally brought under control and was excluded from the meeting. 

SM2 Race 2

This race was immediately after the SM1 race, I was waiting with the 450 bike for Fred in the holding area, unaware of the altercation on the track. Fred returned to the camper, wiped the blood off his face and being the true pro that he is, made the start line, took the holeshot and won the race! An example to all young riders how a rider should really conduct himself. 

Sam had a terrible race after struggling to start his bike, he only managed to finish  sixteenth. Rob on the other hand had a good ride and came home fourth.

SM1 Race 2

It was another race win for Matt Winstanley, who took the holeshot and was never headed. Christian on the other hand had a terrible start, starting back in sixth position. Sam was having a better race and moved up into second. By about half distance, Christian caught Sam and a good race between the two team mates ensued. Sam regained second place by the flag, Christian finished third, Andy fifth, Fred sixth, Lee Jones eighth and Phil Smithson tenth.

Summary

It was a good day for the DCR Husaberg team, with six riders in the top nine in the first SM1, six riders in the top ten in the second SM1 and wins in both SM2 races.

The team then packed away and riders, mechanics and helpers retired to the local pub to celebrate Christian’s championship win.

The celebrations didn’t stop there, the Belgian visitors and the team mechanics got shown the sights (local curry house) of Preston by local celebrity Dave Jolly. Much beer was drunk, much bullshit talked and a good night had by all!

Dave would like to thank sponsors Putoline, Michelin, Sinisalo(Race FX), Vodka Mudshake, Pro Action, Lazer and Subway for all their support this year. Without your help it would not be possible. Also thank you to the WDS Suspension guys, Pascal and Jean for their help.

Thanks also to  Ken Winstanley and the AMCA team for making the championship happen. 

The biggest thanks of all goes to my team, the best supermoto team ever assembled in the UK. To riders Andy, Christian, Rob, Sam and Fred. To mechanics, Chris Hartley, Andy Naylor and Andy Fawcett who worked tirelessly all year and were a great support to me personally. To Blake Sporne for his help behind the scenes and to everyone else who has helped.  To Christine for being a Husaberg widow for so long now and putting up with me!

How does that song go again? “We are the champions my friends…..we are the champions….” We couldn’t remember the rest of the words so in Preston we just sang “Champions, ….Champions…..Champions…..!

