RACE REPORT FROM THE 2ND ROUND OF THE BRITISH SUPERMOTO CHAMPIONSHIP AT WARDEN LAW, SUNDERLAND, 30TH MAY 2005.

Sunny Sunderland was our next destination, the journey there was uneventful compared to our epic trip to Lydd. We didn’t have many volunteers to drive the truck, but Dave Jolly, returning after his extended holiday in Jersey was happy to volunteer!

Most of the team arrived on Sunday for some much needed practice, which did not always run smoothly, there is nothing like a mild spot of panic before the off! A bad batch of fuel was the cause of the bikes not running at all, so after a trip to the fuel station, normal service was resumed.

Qualifying on Sunday in the 450 class, Sam Warren was second, Fred Fiorentino third and Rob Cross sixth. In Open class qualifying, Christian Iddon was first, Fred third, Sam fourth and Andy Mitchell eighth. 

SM2 450 CLASS RACE 1
This was a start to finish victory for KTM rider Matt Winstanley, Sam came second after a titanic battle with Fred, who finished third. The ever-improving Rob Cross came fifth in only his second meeting after his comeback from a serious leg injury.

SM2 450 CLASS RACE 2

This was virtually the same race re-run for Matt Winstanley, this time Fred was a lot more threatening, until two laps from the finish when he clipped the kerb and crashed. He managed to re-mount and take second place. Sam came third and Rob finished fifth again.

SM1 OPEN CLASS RACE 1

Christian took the hole shot from Matt Winstanley, followed by Fred then Sam. After several laps in the lead, Christian was seen to be shaking his head whilst passing the pits. The DCR pit crew started to panic, thinking he had a problem. However he was extending his lead and kept increasing it to the finish, taking a comfortable win.

Matt Winstanley succumbed to the pressure from Fred and crashed on the dirt section. This allowed Fred a comfortable second place, Sam took fourth and Andy sixth. When Christian was asked if he had a problem during the race, his reply was “No I was just giving myself a shake to wake myself up!”

SM1 OPEN CLASS RACE 2

This time Christian was in no mood for messing around, he took the hole shot, lit the blue touch paper and checked out! Fred chased furiously on the 550 but this time was unable to match Christian’s pace. Matt Winstanley was unable to match Fred’s pace and crashed on the dirt section, allowing Andy to sneak through to third, as Matt remounted. Andy then really got his head down and put in some very fast, consistent laps. Christian cruised home to take the win, Fred took second and Andy third. This made it a WDS air suspension 1,2,3.

SUMMARY

Once again, DCR had to put the proud into Preston, as PNE didn’t! (our local football team to those of you that don’t know, lost in the play offs for the Premier league). There is always next year lads!

This weekend was used as a test for WDS air suspension for all team riders, with some fantastic results, except for poor old Rob Cross, sorry Rob, there is some making its way over the M62 for you now!

The prize presentation was a very wet affair as Dave showed his team riders and Matt Winstanley what champagne is supposed to be used for on the podium. He sprayed them all and was then chased off by a very wet Christian and Matt, who could not match his pace across the carpark!

The day was rounded off by Fred being awarded the “Vivaldi Naturally the Best” rider of the day award, for his hard charging, never say die racing.

Thanks to Jean and Pascal from WDS air suspension for coming over from Belgium to support the DCR team, to all our sponsors for their help, we couldn’t do it without you. The biggest thank you goes to all the team riders, mechanics and helpers for all their hard work. We are looking forward to the next round on 31st July, come and see us in action then!

