RACE REPORT ROUNDS 3, 4 & 5 OF THE

NORASPORT MCF SUPERMOTO OPEN NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

By Chris Babbitt – DCR / Shiloh Surfacing Husaberg


Round 3 of the Norasport MCF Open nationals took us over to Blyton Raceway in Lincs. Myself and fellow team rider Jack Derbyshire were both in attendance and raring to go. After practicing on Saturday and becoming accustomed to a dry track, we woke on Sunday to find a nicely wetted track due to some overnight showers. So after a busy qualifying session on an extended version of Blyton’s raceway, both Jack and myself managed to spot some fairly handy positions on the Grid. I headed the 2nd row in 5th spot, and jack headed the 3rd row in 9th. 
Due to the slippery conditions, the start of race 1 saw quite a few people having a quiet moment at the side of the track picking themselves and their bikes up. Both Jack and I 

rode conservatively during the opening stages of the race and then took advantage of a drying track in the closing laps. I had managed to get myself into a gap behind the 3 leading riders and comfortably finished 4th. Jack also made good progress from his start position to finish 7th. 
Race 2 came round and the now dry track gave me confidence to run slick tyres front and rear. I set off from the front row and was heading for turn one on the outside of the lead rider, no more that a wheel’s length behind. For whatever reason, he sat his bike up on the entrance to the corner and I had to ‘drop anchor’ to try and avoid him. I locked the front and had to pick the bike up and run straight on and out of the bounds of the track. By the time I had gotten back on I was dead last and roughly 5 seconds from the back of the field. The red mist descended and I began picking off riders one by one until I was catching up to a group of riders sat around 10th position. In my efforts to gain ground quickly I locked my front wheel entering a particularly tight chicane that was still a little damp. I sat the bike up and promptly buried myself headstock deep into a hay bale at a fair rate of knots!!! Being perched between two hay bales, voice roughly 2 octaves higher, I was stuck….. and on fire. Turns out a red hot exhaust does actually set fire to damp hay! Some frantic shoving and pushing later, and help from a marshal armed with a fire extinguisher, I was off chasing the back of the pack….again. I managed to get up to the same group of riders and with the chequered flag in sight……. stalled my bike on the final dirt section. Luckily, even with a red hot motor, my DCR tuned motor kicked up first time and I managed to stave off a few of the chasing pack to finish 16th. Jack had more of an incident free race and managed to ride well and consistently to 7th place again.
So after a poor finish in race two, starting from 16th on the grid for the final was going to prove to be a challenge. I had replaced my front slick with a wet tyre to help provide a little more grip on those slippery sections, and had my sights set on a top 5 finish, but with the main aim of making sure I stayed on the track and got some good points whatever happened. So I set off and got the opportunity on the first lap to be quite aggressive through the first two turns to help make up some ground. I came round in 8th after lap one and then focussed on settling into a rhythm for the rest of the race. After a few good scraps with other riders, I managed to pick my way into 5th spot where I crossed the finish line, and with Jack only a couple of seconds back in 6th it was a successful final for us both.

Round 3 Results:

Chris Babbitt -
4th,16th & 5th
Jack Derbyshire – 7th, 7th & 6th 
Round 4 of the Norasport MCF Open nationals brought us closer to home at three sister’s race track in Wigan, a favourite track of all of us at DCR. The organisers in an attempt to provide some variety to the spectators and riders alike, ran the track in the reverse direction to normal, creating an extremely different track offering some very different challenges to the usual layout of the circuit. It proved to be very successful and above all, very enjoyable and offered some fantastic battles throughout the weekend.

Qualifying began and it was everyone’s first attempt at the reverse circuit. A busy track full of riders not quite sure of the lines through once familiar corners became a difficult one to put what felt like a good lap in. I managed to put some reasonable laps together but came out of the session still unsure of how to best attack the famous Lunar bend in reverse. Fortunately it seemed most everyone else was suffering a little and I still posted a reasonable 6th place on the grid. Jack seemed to be struggling a little more, but still posted a respectable 12th place. A few ever helpful words of advice from team owner and mentor Dave Clarke about various aspects of the circuit and both myself and Jack where keen to get out for race 1.
Race one started in fine fashion with a real cramped ‘storm’ into the reversed Lunar bend. From my 6th place on the grid I was boxed in through the long left and got passed around the outside by the guy on the right of me. I was sitting in 7th trying my utmost to regain positions in front when a bad choice of line through Lunar on lap 4 saw the man behind ride clean around me on the exit of the bend!! It was all I could do to hold onto the group in front and just kept my head down praying for the three guys I was chasing to trip over each other. It came to the final lap and there was some shuffling in the pack in front. I so very nearly got the chance to nip back into 7th but the door slammed shut before I got to it. I crossed the line a couple of places down but with some solid points in 8th. Jack it seemed had managed to take better advantage of his start position and made progress straight from the off and crossed the line up a couple of places in 10th. 
After a few more words of encouragement from DC, both me and Jack lined up for race 2. P8 on the grid gave me a better run at turn 1 and I gained a spot by the time the first lap was over. After a tough battle with veteran rider Alan Bott, I managed to sneak past him and pull out a comfortable gap. The laps ran down and I crossed the line comfortably in 6th spot. Jack had also made excellent progress and took 8th place on the final lap after a race long battle of his own. 
The final took a while to get off the line properly as a couple of red flag incidents kept returning the pack to the grid. Once we got under way, a second turn bobble ended up with Jack sitting out the rest of the 12 lap race on the sidelines. This was an unlucky end to the day for the young rider who had shown some massive improvement over the course of the day. I managed to hold onto 6th for the full distance and crossed the line with a nice gap from the chasing riders. 

Round 4 Results:

Chris Babbitt -
8th,6th & 6th
Jack Derbyshire – 10th, 8th & DNF 
Round 5 of the Norasport MCF Open nationals took us back over to Lincolnshire to the Manby show grounds in Louth. Arriving on Saturday for practice we found the track to be mostly dirt section and looked like the motocross specialists where about to have their day. However after deciding that the mostly dirt circuit would better suit the smaller 550 rather than 650 Husaberg, I spent all Saturday fettling and tweaking the 550 and got it handling really well. With a little stopwatch help from my better half, I was putting times in within touching distance of the leaders racing in Saturday’s 450 class, so I was more than happy with that! Jack also seemed to be adapting really well to the different track conditions and was riding with a really strong pace that kept us battling and pushing each other all day which was great entertainment!!
Race day came and after a hard day on the engine on Saturday I decided to do my usual oil drop prior to racing only to find a nice big shiny gear tooth on the oil magnet!! So it was game over for the little 550 and show time for the 650 so I went about tweaking the suspension settings to try and mimic what I had learnt the day before for the 550. Game on!! 
I went out to qualifying quite confident that I could post a good time. Once we began it became apparent that the morning dew hadn’t dried properly yet and my rear slick and extra 100ccs weren’t helping my cause. I couldn’t get my head into gear and was a little more sideways than I needed to be and I ended up only just cutting the top 10 in 9th place. Jack had put in one of his best performances yet and was set to start from 5th on the grid.

After changing out my slicks for wets, race one began and the nice open first turn gave me good opportunity to force my way past a couple of people and soon get into a steady rhythm. Jack got forced out in the first turn and dropped to 9th, but after a strong willed effort made some clever passes and managed to bring himself back up the field. We ended crossing the line less than half a second apart, myself in 6th and Jack in 7th. 
For race two both of us managed to get caught up and pushed out in turn 1. Jack however managed to make better of the bad deal and from being pushed down to 7th in lap one, made good progress to get in front of ex DCR rider and current no1 plate holder Andy Mitchell and hold him off for 5 laps of considerable pressure to finish in front of him in an impressive 5th place. I once again struggled a little and just tried to keep my head down and pick up some lines from the guys around me. After being nudged down to 9th in lap 1, I managed to make one more place up to finish 8th at the line. Although I was struggling for pace the track was proving to be great fun and very enjoyable and made a great change to our usual majoritivly tarmac circuits. Role on the final!
After a good rest we lined up for the final, I got a good start and was sat in 7th from the off with a very persistent young Jack pushing me for the first half of the race. I kept my eyes forward, tuned out my ears and just kept my head down. Roughly mid-distance Jack had a small off and fell down to 11th place. Because of the gap we had pulled to the guys behind it meant that I could relax a little and made it all the way to the line in 7th. Jack however had different plans and it seems he lit the emergency ACME TNT rocket under the back of his DCR Suzuki, began putting in some fast laps and making his way back up the field. By the final turns, Jack was back into 8th directly behind me and managed to salvage some good points and rounding off an enjoyable weekend nicely.
Round 5 Results:

Chris Babbitt -
6th, 8th & 7th
Jack Derbyshire – 7th, 5th & 8th 
