Race Report for Round 4 of the Irish Supermoto Series

at Aghadowey on September 1st 2007

Even after a delayed Irish Ferry and DCR customer and Husaberg rider Lee Abbot’s road accident, the DCR Team arrived at Aghadowey race circuit in good time for scrutineering and first practice.

Phillip Caldwell from HTM in Cullybackey and the Kinsella family swiftly unpacked the DCR van and set up the race bikes and equipment. Tyre choice was to be the main issue of the day, with bright sunshine changing to blustery showers every five minutes.

Aghadowey has long fast straights and is definitely a track for our 700cc machine. The team decided to set the second 550 machine up for wet conditions and concentrate all efforts on the 700.

Untimed Practice went well with Greg familiarizing himself with the layout of the track and the set up that he would need for Timed practice.

Timed practice started well with rivals Kinsella and Mckee both posting very fast times in the drying conditions. A soon to be familiar windy squall blew up and rain showered the track. Greg suffered a slow speed crash on the dirt section of the track and wisely retired from practice having gained second place on the grid. 

Irish Supermoto has a reputation for its warm, friendly atmosphere and the paddock at Aghadowey was no exception. It was good to see a large proportion of Husaberg machines in the paddock and a few familiar faces enjoying a good days racing. The Clerk of the Course Eddie Johnston runs a tight ship and we were soon into race one.

The charge into the first corner on race one saw David Farmer in the lead with McKee in second and Greg working hard in third to pass his arch rival. As the dog fight between Kinsella and Mckee went on Farmer built a commanding lead looking impressive speeding down the back straight, although not as impressive as Greg’s 700 Husaberg as he raced to catch Farmer after breaking away from McKee. The crowd cheered as the Husaberg reeled in the Aprilla but it was too late. Farmer held first, Kinsella was second and Mckee third.

With good feedback from Greg, fresh tyres were fitted and front brake pads replaced. Due to the blustery conditions the track was drying very quickly after each shower. After some debate the Team decided to run a front wet tyre and a soft compound rear slick 

With extra confidence in his new set up, Greg raced ahead in race two. McKee now on his Suzuki 450 had no answer and was trying hard to keep second with youngster Davy Marks on his privateer Husaberg 650 in third. McKee out braked himself under pressure from Marks and ran off the track Greg was unstoppable and rapidly made his way through the back markers. After an exciting display from Davy Marks the more experienced Farmer gained second as the two raced through the back markers. Final positions were Kinsella, Farmer and then Marks. 

Back in the Paddock the DCR Team could see that if Greg came in the top six in the final race the Irish Championship would be his. Again, the team checked the 700 machine and also went over the 550 as dark clouds were gathering. Frequent visits were made to the trackside to judge conditions for the final race. Eddie Johnston Jnr put in a smooth performance on his Husaberg 650 to take third overall in the B class, in spite of yet another heavy shower on the track.

Back on track for race three. It started as another dogfight between Kinsella and rival Mckee. Each time Greg made a move to pass McKee, McKee made a wild move to stay in front. Greg could see that Mckee was riding above himself to stay in first place and used his race craft to hold second as David Farmer closed on third position. McKee took the win but Greg took the overall win and with it the Irish Championship. It was good to see the two rivals shake hands on the warm down lap as both riders left the track to the applause of the spectators.

Thanks to all our team sponsors for their continued support this season and to the Officials and Marshals of Errigal Motorcycle Club for a well run meeting. Thank you also to Alex Wignall for his help at this meeting. We will be at Silverstone for the final round of the British Supermoto Championship on 23rd September.

