Race Report for Round 3 of the British Supermoto Championship

 at Lydden Hill 1st July 2007

Preparations had started for this third round at Lydden Hill on the Tuesday before when DCR staff Alex Wignall and Andy Fawcett set off to Ireland to retrieve the team Merc Sprinter van, which had to be left there after breaking down the weekend before on the way to Cork. They travelled through the night to pick the van and the bikes up so they could be prepped and ready for the weekend.

After finishing loading the van up at 7.30pm on Friday evening, armed with a flask of Lancashire tea to keep him going, Dave set off on the long journey down south. He picked up Greg and his girlfriend Mary at Heathrow at 11.30pm, then made their way down to Dover, Dave finally checking into his hotel at 2.50am!

It was up at 7am the next morning and down to the track for technical control. This weekend we would be joined by German Husaberg rider Jochen Jasinski as our other DCR team rider Andy Mitchell was still baling out water from his house, which had been flooded for the second time in as many weeks.

Practice would take place in dry conditions with both riders putting in some fast times.

Qualifying

Just before the session the heavens opened, luckily it stopped as the riders went out but the track was still very wet. Greg set a fast time on his third lap, putting him in second place behind KTM rider and GP winner Matt Winstanley. This would stay the same until the last few laps, when former DCR team riders Christian Iddon and Sam Warren both posted faster times, pushing Greg back down to 4th, still putting him on the front row of the grid. Jochen on the other hand was having trouble with his slipper clutch, but still managed to post 8th fastest and would start from the second row.

That evening I went out for a meal with team co-ordinator Maria Garcia and team mechanic and all round good guy, Mark Jackson. Driving back to the hotel the rain was so bad coming back up the hill out of Dover, I thought we weren’t going to make it as the road was like a river. As I was getting into bed back in my nice warm hotel room, my thoughts drifted to the guys who were camping at the track. I had visions of vans under water, tents being washed away, Dave Jolly swimming for his life and I have to say, a wry smile came over my face, after how the weekend before had been for me, it was time for someone else to get it! On that note, I managed to fall asleep until 9.30am.

Sunday

On arrival at the track, much to my surprise, there wasn’t even a puddle, which is testament to the Lydden Hill circuit being so well drained. Most other tracks would have been flooded.

Race1 

Both Greg and Jochen did not make the best of starts, dropping back down the pack from their original start positions. They then managed to charge back through the field, Greg getting up to 4th after a titanic battle with Ady Smith. At this point Greg looked like he was going to catch up with the leading group, but with three laps to go from the signal area I noticed there were puffs of white smoke coming from the exhaust, not a good sign at all. Entering the last laps Greg was noticeably slower, which allowed Ady Smith back past him, bringing it home in 5th, Jochen finished 8th.

Back at the pits, Greg reported that with 3 laps to go the bike had started to lose power. On inspection, the bottom rad hose had been damaged and the bike had lost all its water. The white smoke and loss of power had been when the head gasket had finally blown. It was a good thing that it had Putoline Off Road Plus in the engine – see Summary.

Race 2

Both Greg and Jochen opted to ride their spare bikes, as Jochen had been having problems with his clutch. Both again lost a few places at the start, but then gained places back lap after lap. By the halfway stage Greg had moved up to 5th and was catching the leading four. By 2/3rd distance he had caught up to them and was looking good for a podium place, when on the fast left hand corner after the first dirt section he crashed, breaking the gear lever off. He was ok but unable to continue, Jochen managed to finish 6th.

Race 3

Greg would have to start from the back of the grid because of his non-finish in race 2. Jochen started badly but charged through the field, Greg started badly and then crashed but restarted again to gain some valuable points. Jochen got back up to 6th, which was enough to get him 3rd overall.

Summary

After the nightmare we had the weekend before in Ireland, this trip had seemed uneventful until….. wait for it…….ten miles out of Dover all the warning lights on the van started flashing, as Mr Jim Lovell said, “Houston we have a problem!”

After having the head gasket blow on the bike, the van had decided to follow suit.

We continued with the rad cap off and the heater on full to keep the engine cool. Travelling at 60mph we limped to Heathrow airport, dropping Greg and Mary off just in time for their return flight. A call was made to man of the people and friend to the stars Dave Jolly who drove out of his way to follow me back from London at 60mph, arriving back at the DCR workshop at 2.15am.

On a better note, here at DCR all our sponsors make and supply top quality products, none more so than Putoline Oil. In the 1st race, God only knows how many laps the 700 did with no water. The only thing keeping this engine cool was the oil, although the engine was still running at the finish. 

On returning to the DCR workshop and fearing the worst, the engine was stripped. Mechanic Andy Fawcett and myself could not believe our eyes, apart from the head gasket, there was no damage and not even any wear on the piston or rings. Can you imagine what temperature the engine got to and the Putoline Off Road Plus was still doing its job – fantastic!

Thanks to all our sponsors, to Maria for sorting out the hotels and to Mark for all his help tyre changing and giving us lifts back and forth from the hotel to the track. Big thanks to Jolly for following me all the way back to Preston.

