Race Report for the 3rd round of the Norasport Championship at the Three Sisters Circuit on Sat May 31st and Sun 1st June 2008

Saturday 250cc Race

Lee Cunliffe would again be the only DCR rider taking part in Saturday’s race and once again he was on top form taking all three straight wins from three starts. This maintains his unbeaten run in the 250cc class, and he now has a really good lead in the championship.

Sunday

On Saturday the weather had been beautiful blue skies and perfect weather for racing, but in the tropical paradise of Wigan Sunday brought monsoon rainfall.

This weekend the DCR team would again be down to two riders, this time it was Scott Woodacre’s turn to miss out on the action as he was still suffering from concussion from his crash at Rowragh two weeks earlier.

So Lee and Carl Shield would be out for the team, Carl having his first ride since breaking his collarbone four weeks ago.

Qualifying

It was a bit of a lottery with half of the session taking place in dry weather and the other half in heavy rain. Carl qualified 4th and Lee 10th, so he would have to start from the 3rd row.

Race1 

Carl didn’t make the best of starts, dropping back to 6th on the first lap, but he soon picked up the pace and started to move up the field. Lee had a good start and was right behind Carl following him until the half way stage. Carl then moved into 3rd and started to catch the leaders but was unable to get close enough to make the pass and would finish in 3rd place, Lee finished 5th.

Race 2

Carl opted to ride the smaller 530cc after the first race as he was having trouble hanging on to the powerful 650 bike due to his collarbone and the track conditions. He made a good start, holding 2nd place until half distance when he slid wide on a corner allowing James Addy past, but hung on to 3rd place to the finish. Lee was in a good 4th until he slipped off on the slowest corner on the track. He was back on in quick fashion and only lost two places in the process, but try as he might he could not improve on 6th place.

Race 3

This time Carl was determined and moved into 2nd place at the start and was challenging hard for the lead, only to run into Andy Mitchell’s Honda, tweaking his injured shoulder. On the next lap round he slid off entering the dirt section, remounting in 8th place.

Lee had moved through to 4th and inherited 3rd when Carl crashed and then started to catch 1st and 2nd but as the laps ticked by he just didn’t have enough time to catch them. Carl came back through the pack to finish 4th.

Summary

Despite the weather conditions, the DCR team came away from 3 Sisters very happy with the way all the team had performed.

Carl with his gritty performance, riding through the pain to get good solid points scored and still leads the championship. He has another three weeks until the next round and should be fully recovered by then.

Lee was once again dominant on the 250, but his performance in the open class on the 550 machine was the most impressive as his smooth riding style lends itself perfectly to this. He is getting faster with every ride and gained his first podium, I am sure it will be the first of many.

Thanks to team mechanic Andy Fawcett for braving the bad weather, to Dave Jolly for his bacon butties and to Lee’s dad Tony for keeping us plied with Lancashire tea and last but by all means least to all our sponsors for their continued support.

We will be out again on June 21st and 22nd for the 4th round at Blyton Raceway.

