Race Report for the 5th round of the British Supermoto Championship

 at the Three Sisters Circuit on the 29th July 2007

We were back at the world famous Three Sisters track in Wigan, the place where Moto GP world championship leader Casey Stoner had his first race in England. This weekend the team would have the use of a beautiful Millard race truck, which was fantastic. Preparations had gone well, the bikes and trucks had arrived at the track on Friday afternoon, all set and ready for action.

I travelled down to Manchester airport on Saturday morning to pick up rider Greg Kinsella, the sun was shining and it was a beautiful day, just the weather for racing. At every meeting the team has been to so far this year in England and Ireland it has rained and it looked like back in sunny Wigan, this was about to change. With sunshine all weekend Michelin full soft 29 slicks were the order of the day.

Free practice went ok for both riders Greg and Andy clocking in 5th and 6th best times, both riders reporting that the track was very slippery.

Qualifying

Both riders started well then dropped back to 10th and 11th, then late in the session Andy managed somehow with lots of riders on the track to put in a fast lap, gaining 5th position. Greg on the other hand could not get a clear lap in and would be a lowly 10th.

Race 1

Andy from 5th now made a fantastic start going round the outside of everyone except Matt Winstanley on the first corner, to gain 2nd place and would run in this position for several laps. Greg made a bad start and was finding the lack of grip hard to cope with on the big 700cc bike. Andy was also suffering the same and had the biggest save of the day, the bike was totally sideways coming out of Luna (the fastest corner on the track) probably travelling at over 80mph when this happened. At this point Andy decided to back off a little as a big crash was on the cards, coming home in 7th position. Greg managed after his bad start to finish 10th. Back at the truck both riders decided to go to full soft tyres, as the medium compound that is usually the tyre of choice for this track wasn’t working.

Race 2

With full soft compound slicks fitted we would try again. This time Andy did not make as good a start and it was Greg who was on a charge, passing team mate Andy and moving up the field to 6th to start a great battle with his old sparring partner Ady Smith. Both riders catching up with 3rd and 4th place riders Ricky Higgs and Baptiste Rhiems. At the halfway stage a good battle between all four riders then started. All four pushing really hard for the last podium position with positions changing several times. With two laps remaining on the exit from the dirt section, Greg spun out. Although picking the bike up and turning it back round in the right direction very quickly, KTM rider Chris Hodgson would pass him. Andy finished 8th and Greg 9th.

Race 3

Greg made a good start, starting in 7th and quickly moving up to 4th position, passing Ady Smith. At the halfway stage they were joined by Sam Warren and all three would remain together throughout the race, with Greg finishing 4th. Andy was having a worse time of it, frying his clutch at the start, he tried to continue but had to pull off at ¾ distance as he had no drive.

Summary

Despite the fact that we didn’t make the podium, a good day was had by all with superb weather and racing conditions. Special thanks to Andy and Master chef Alan Jackson for the loan of their Millard race truck. Manx lap record holder Alan despite still having an external fixator round his broken leg, managed to make bacon and egg butties for all the team on Saturday and Sunday, as well as keeping the Lancashire tea flowing all day. 

Thanks to the rest of the DCR team for all their hard work once again. Last but not least another big than you to all our sponsors, we could not do it without you. As it was my birthday the following day, thanks to Maria and Mark for giving me a Sat Nav for a birthday present. If you have read my previous reports, you know it will be well used and I really have no excuses now! Also joining us on Sunday was Peggy our new border terrier pup, if I had a £1 for every “aaah” uttered I would be a rich man!

The final round will be held a Silverstone on September 23rd but we will be out and about attending other races between now and then.

