Race Report for the 7th Round of the Norasport Championship at the Three Sisters Circuit on September 6th and 7th 2008
It was back to the UK’s top Supermotard track at the Three Sisters circuit near Wigan and with only three rounds to go, the DCR team had it all to race for. Although senior team rider Carl Shield had won most of his previous races, he had dropped points due to his injuries. By this stage it could not be closer at the top with only one point separating three riders; Carl, Andy Mitchell and James Addy.
Qualifying
Carl didn’t get a good run and finished 3rd, but this would put him on the best side of the track for the start, Scott finished 6th and Lee 8th.

Race 1
Carl took the holeshot and was never headed, extending his lead to the finish. Scott finished 4th and Lee 7th. A mention must go to Husaberg privateer Chris Babbit who took 3rd place. He got a good start and kept up with the leaders for most of the race and held a good advantage over the rest of the field.

Race 2
Just before the race it started to rain so it was delayed for 10 minutes to allow riders to change tyres for the wet conditions. It then stopped raining after 5 minutes, all the DCR riders were in the waiting area with wet tyres on but Carl and I went to check the condition of the track and it was drying. Carl and I were confident that the wet tyres would not last a full race in the drying conditions so mechanic Andy and Carl changed his rear for a slick and I changed Scott and Lee’s. I told both riders to take it easy for the first few laps as the race would come back to them after half distance.
At the start, Andy Mitchell shot off into the lead (using wets), Carl was 2nd and Scott 5th. Unfortunately Lee did not understand our pre race chat and must have thought I meant for him to go flat out as on the first lap he passed four riders and his team mate Scott. Then on the second lap he tried to go round the outside of Chris Babbit and failed, sliding off. He returned to the track at the back of the field, then on the next lap crashed again and would take no further part in the race.
Back at the front Andy Mitchell had extended his lead, Carl was 2nd and Scott had moved into 3rd. Carl then locked up the front wheel and ran onto the grass, he didn’t crash but allowed Scott and Chris Babbit through, rejoining the track in 4th. At the halfway stage the track was drying and Scott made full use of his rear slick tyre and charged after Andy Mitchell. Carl couldn’t get past Chris for a further three laps, once he did he was up after team mate Scott. With two laps to go Scott was catching the leader and on the last lap with four corners to go took the lead, only to run wide on the next to last corner allowing Mitchell back through. He then ran right round the outside of Andy trying everything to get back past and went over the finish line wheel to wheel, recording one of the closest finishes ever seen at Three Sisters, Mitchell just getting the nod. Carl was catching them both but had left his charge a bit late and if he hadn’t taken to the grass I am sure he would have taken another win.
Race 3
Heavy rain had soaked the track so tyre choice of full wets was easy this time. Carl was in no mood to mess around and stormed off from the start and was never headed, taking the win.  Scott, having put a bit too much air in his rear tyre finished 5th. Lee made the top ten having had to start from the back of the grid due to his DNF in race 2.

Summary

It was good to be back on top of the rostrum again, especially as DCR had sponsored this round of the championship. At the end of the trophy presentation I was asked to pick the recipient of the rider of the day award. My choice was Husaberg privateer Chris Babbit for his first and second race performances. Chris has been getting faster all year since he started drinking Lancashire tea and picked up a set of Michelin tyres for his efforts.
Once again, I would like to thank all our sponsors for their help, I always say this but it is really appreciated. Thanks to mechanic Andy Fawcett and Lee and Scott’s dads Tony and Terry for all their hard work helping me and Andy. Finally thanks to the Jackson brothers for the loan of their fantastic race truck, this is for sale if anyone is interested.
The next round will be at Blyton on October 4th and 5th.

