Race Report for the third round of the Irish Supermoto Championship in Cork, Sunday 24th June 2007

For the third round of the Irish Championship, it was back to the picturesque city of Cork at the fantastic Kart World facility. Preparations were a little last minute, even though there had been quite a break in the race schedule. Dave left the workshop on Friday evening to catch the overnight ferry from Birkenhead to Dublin, the first hold up was on the M6 motorway after torrential rain and caused a few accidents. Dave had to make several diversions to pick up travelling companion Lee Abbot, who would also be contesting the Irish championship, making it to the ferry just in the nick of time.

For a change the ferry arrived early on Saturday, we were woken up at 4am and disembarked at 5.30am to set off on the long trip to Cork. Approximately an hour into the journey, the engine management warning light came on and stopped the vans engine. After several attempts to get it going, it was a no go so we phoned Greg Kinsella and woke him up to get him to come out and tow us to his house, where we transferred everything into his race truck and set off again to Cork. With about 100k to go to Cork, the left hand wheel on the race truck blew out,  so all hands to the pump we jumped out, fitted the spare and then set off to Cork again! We finally arrived in Cork at 3pm, just in time to catch the final couple of hours practice. 

Saturday’s practice went well, making several adjustments for race day and it was decided that it the weather was to hold and stay dry, Greg would ride the 700cc but it was wet, he would ride the more nimble 550cc. Sunday practice and timed training went well, Greg posted the fastest time, taking pole position on the 550 in the slippery, wet conditions. 

Race 1

The weather had changed and the track had dried so we opted for the 700, this would prove to be a good choice as Greg wanted to get more riding on the 700, as he is due to ride it at next weeks British Championship round at Lydden Hill and had only ridden it once before. Not getting his best start he soon moved into second place after a couple of laps behind race leader Dave Farmer, Greg made a fantastic clean pass to take the lead. He was followed by Dave Farmer, Dave McKee and HTM Husaberg rider Alan Marks. With a clear track to go at, Greg started to pull away, holding a massive lead to the finish.

Race 2

Dave McKee took the holeshot, but Greg soon slid past to take the lead again, although not opening up as big a lead as the first race, he rode steadily to take a comfortable win.

Race 3

The heavens opened and the rain was torrential! Greg opted to swap back to the 550 for these conditions. Just before the start, having lined up in the waiting area Greg said that the WDS front forks felt a little soft and asked could we check the pressures. We checked them and no pressure had been lost so we decided to go with them and take it steady in the early laps while he got the feel of the softer suspension. Greg took the holeshot and rode steady, holding a small lead over Dave Mckee, which he held to the finish – just. After finishing we discovered that Greg had ridden nearly all the race with no rebound damping in the front forks, which made the off road section almost unrideable. This shows why he is the Irish Champion, having the ability to ride round problems of this nature. 

Summary

Greg came away from this meeting having extended his lead in the Irish Championship, with one round remaining, the last round being at the ultra fast circuit, Aghadowey in the north, another one for the big 700. Big thanks to Maria Garcia for ferrying us backwards and forwards from the circuit to the hotel and the airport, to Mark Jackson for all his help at the track and to Lee Abbot for being his usual entertaining self on the long trip. Thanks to Greg for getting out of bed early to help us tow the van in, after another epic he trip he got the result he wanted.

Thanks as always to all our sponsors, we will be off down to Lydden Hill this weekend for the next round of the British Championship, hopefully see some of you there.

