Race report for round two of the Irish Supermoto Championship, 

at Cork 22nd April 2007

We made the second trip to Ireland this year for round two of the Irish Supermoto Championship. It was great to be heading back to Ireland’s best Supermoto track by far. The racing is always close and hard fought and allows itself to show off the style of Supermoto. This time making the trip over with me was Andy Mitchell’s mechanic Mark Jackson and Husaberg privateer Lee Abbott, these guys were great company on the long trip and we never stopped laughing from setting off to when we returned.

After loading everything up on Friday evening and finishing late, it was up early on Saturday to set off at six o’clock to catch the ferry from Birkenhead to Dublin. Getting in at teatime we set off to Cork, arriving at the track at 9.30pm. We unloaded the race bikes into Greg’s truck and delivered a spare engine to ex quad champion Mark Troughton, which they then fitted into the quad chassis by torchlight! We then headed into Cork to find our hotel and get something to eat before the action kicked off on Sunday.

Sunday started off damp and both bikes were fitted with full wet tyres before the start of practice. Free practice went well and Greg put in some quick laps in the slippery conditions. For qualifying the track was drying so the team decided to start on wet tyres and change the rear half way through the session. This was to try and get the best time on the drying track, if the wets had proved to be the best then he would have put a good time in on these and if the conditions were proving to be too dry then the rear slick would allow him to go faster later in the session. This proved to be the right choice as Greg posted the second best time, 1/100th second off pole position and would start from second on the grid.

Just before lunch we were joined by team co-ordinator Maria Garcia who brought provisions and Mark, not needing any excuse to get out the bar-b-q made lunch for the troops and after washing it down with a couple of cups of Lancashire tea we were ready to start racing.

Race 1

Greg did not make the best of starts, dropping back to fifth then worked his way back to third and passed the Aprilla of Keith Farmer to go second and challenge the lead with Suzuki rider David McKee. All three riders pulled a big lead over the rest of the field, but at the halfway stage Keith Farmer crashed out, leaving Greg and David McKee having a titanic battle for the lead. Greg could not make the pass stick and had to settle for second, both riders rode hard but fair and even though we didn’t get the result we wanted, it was a great race to watch.

Race 2

Greg was in no mood to mess around, he took the lead at lap four and led to the finish for an easy victory. David McKee was second, holding off a hard charging Hill Top Motors Husaberg rider Alan Marks, who looked like he was going to take second, but crashed with only two laps remaining.

Race 3

With Greg and Dave McKee both being level on points going into the final, it was all to race for. Greg made a terrible start, dropping back to seventh but quickly got back through to third. This time it was Keith Farmer in the lead with David McKee and Greg in hot pursuit, then suddenly McKee crashed and his bike slid under Greg’s front wheel. Greg re-mounted in fifth and with the bit well between his teeth, stormed through the field to finish second behind Keith Farmer. Alan Marks was again having a good ride, holding off David McKee for third until a back marker got in his way on the very last lap, allowing McKee past to take third and Alan finished fourth.

At the end of the day, Greg took the overall win from David McKee, so we did get the result we wanted in the end. It was great to see Greg coming back into good form just at the right time, showing good speed and looking stylish at the same time. With the next British round at Lydd only two weeks away, his timing could not be better.

Congratulations must go to the track owners, it is approximately a year since I was there last and the work they have done is absolutely amazing. It sets an example to the rest what a championship track should be like.

Thanks to all our sponsors for helping to make our race efforts possible, to Maria, team co-ordinator for remembering to bring some food and to Mark and Lee for making the long trip over with me.

