Race report for the 2nd round of the Norasport Championship at Blyton

On 19th and 20th April 2008

The second round of the national Norasport Championship would take place at the Blyton circuit in North Lincolnshire. This had been the venue for the 1st race of the year, which was a non-championship meeting, but this time it was for real.

Saturday

Only one DCR rider, Lee Cunliffe would be taking part in the 250cc race and once again would take three race wins out of three races, well done Lee!

Sunday

Sunday was the turn of the open class where all DCR riders, Carl Shield, Scott Woodacre and Lee Cunliffe would be competing. 

Qualifying went well with all three riders ending up in the top five.

Race 1

Carl took the holeshot and lead on the opening lap, Scott was in fourth and Lee crashed, losing half a lap after picking up his bike and restarting it. Up at the front Carl was extending his lead over last years champion James Addy. Scott was on the move and passed Andy Mitchell for third place, a titanic battle for the last podium place then ensued. Andy got back past Scott and both riders started to edge closer to Addy on the last lap. Addy slipped off his machine allowing Mitchell and Scott through. At the flag it was a comfortable win for Carl, with Scott 3rd and Lee recovered to 15th.

Race 2

Once again Carl took the lead and was never headed. Scott made a good start in 4th but try as he might he could not make the pass on Mitchell. Lee stormed through the field, passing rider after rider coming up to 6th place at the flag, Carl finished 1st and Scott 4th.

Race 3

This time it was Scott who took the holeshot with Carl in 2nd and Lee 8th. Scott’s lead was short lived when he crashed on the dirt section, dropping back to 12th, allowing Carl into the lead with Addy in close pursuit. At the half way stage Carl was still in the lead but seemed to be slower on parts of the track than in the other races. Lee had moved up the order to 5th and Scott was catching up to his teammate in 6th.

In the closing stages, Addy caught up with Carl, who managed to take the win by just a bikes length at the finish. Lee and Scott had a titanic battle on the last two laps, giving a great display on hard but fair riding, finishing 5th and 6th respectively.

On returning to the pits Carl said his bike didn’t feel to have been handling as well as in the first two races and on the last two laps he had been struggling for drive out of the corners. I agreed with him and pointed out that he had a rear wheel puncture, which just goes to prove what good form Carl is on at the moment, as to win the race under these circumstances was really something else! 

Summary

It was a wet, cold weekend in Lincolnshire and I was really pleased with the way all the riders performed in very slippery track conditions, displaying great determination to overcome the adverse conditions. Carl has now extended his lead in the Open Championship and Lee extended his lead in the 250 Championship and Scott remains in 4th place in the Open Championship.

Usual thanks go as always to all our sponsors and to mechanic Andy Fawcett for all his help. The next round for this championship is on 1st June at Three Sisters. The 1st round of the British is this coming weekend the 26th and 27th April at Lydd, good luck to all our riders there.

