Race report for the 3rd round of the Norasport Championship, at the Three Sisters Circuit on 2nd and 3rd June 2007

The DCR team returned to Britain’s premier Supermoto track for the third round of the Norasport Championship, this time it wasn’t combined with the British Championship, as in the previous two rounds. Any riders taking part in the British Championship, who were not riding in the World Championship this weekend, were allowed entry into the “Prestige” class. This was an extra non-championship race, which DCR rider Andy Mitchell was riding in. 

This weekend also saw a welcome return to the DCR team for popular North Eastern rider Carl Shield. After a brief test session on Friday and Saturday, it was all systems go for Sunday’s race. The weather forecast promised rain, but fortunately they were wrong! Instead the day brought warm sunshine and fabulous conditions for racing.

In timed training, Andy was first onto the track and determined to put in a fast lap early on. Carl, was onto the track early too and clocked a time 1/100th second behind Andy. Unfortunately though, he crashed exiting the dirt section, breaking his collarbone and shoulder in the process. Andy finished second in qualifying behind Aprilla rider Ricky Higgs. Carl had still posted third place but disappointingly would not be able to take his place on the grid.

Race 1

Andy took the holeshot and set the early pace, closely followed by Ricky Higgs, both riders pulling a healthy gap on the chasing pack. At the halfway stage Higgs made a slight mistake coming off the dirt section, allowing Andy to increase his lead, which he increased to 100 yards by the finish.

Race 2

Once again Andy shot off into the lead, and although this time he had to work a bit harder for it, it was a start to finish victory.

Race 3

Andy again took the lead from the start and collected his third win of the day, reminding everyone why he has been the Nora Champion for the last two years!

Summary

It was great to see Andy upfront, dominating the racing the way he did but nobody in the DCR team was smiling too much due to the fact that our newest member Carl Shield injured himself on his return. We all wish Carl a speedy recovery and hope he will be fit and well to rejoin the team before the end of the year. 

Thanks to all our sponsors for all their help and support. Next time the team will be in action will be at the 3rd round of the Irish Championship in Cork on 24th June, where Greg Kinsella will continue to try and retain his title.
