Race report for the 8th round of the Norasport Championship, at the Three Sisters Circuit, Wigan, September 2nd and 3rd 2006

Preparations at the DCR team workshop had been going well, with all the team riders race bikes prepped and ready to go by Thursday. Back at the UK’s premier supermotard track on the Friday, where team leader Andy Mitchell was going to try to retain both the 450 and Open class championships, with two rounds still remaining.

First man at the track was Lee Jones’s father, Bernie who had arranged to meet Dave at 8.30am, however the DCR team never goes anywhere without a minor glitch or two! This time it was a blockage in the waste tank of the motor home causing the delay. After a few halfhearted attempts to clear it poking around with no success, Grand Ventures George Lee stepped in, armed with only his best marigolds, divers mask, snorkel and a spoon! He was in there clearing the blockage and emptying the 45 gallon tank of **** all over himself, I really wished I had my camera with me!

We finally made it to the track by 1.30pm, to get down to the serious business of racing and winning the championship.

Saturday, 450 Class.

Saturday brought non stop rain, the only DCR team rider in this class was reigning champion, Andy Mitchell, who rode steadily to finish second in the first and second races, behind ex team mate and future world champion, Christian Iddon. 

This left him only having to score a few more points in the final race to secure the title again. While lying in second place with only a few laps to go he punctured his rear wheel losing him place after place, limping home in 18th place. After getting out the calculator it was worked out that he had scored enough points to secure the title for a second year.

Sunday, Open Class.

Sunday saw all the DCR team riders competing, Andy Mitchell, Lee Jones, Carl Shield and Greg Kinsella made the long trip from Dublin to ride the ’07 650 in its first competitive race in the UK. Qualifying was a bit of a lottery because some sessions were dry and some wet. There was a heavy downpour half way through qualifying which caught out Greg when he was out there in the rain with slick tyres, but he did enough to put himself down the grid in the A group.

Race 1 was a start to finish victory for Andy Mitchell, who rode faultlessly; showing why is the reigning champion, taking a comfortable win. Second place went to DCR rider Lee Jones, after a fantastic dog fight with team mate Carl Shield swapping positions several times, with only a bikes length to separate them at the finish. Greg on the other hand charged through the pack to 4th place then crashed heavily on the dirt section, bending the handlebars badly. This meant he had to drop down to the B group for the second race.

Race 2 was a closer affair, Andy again took the lead but was chased hard by team mates Carl and Lee, all three riders gave a great display of fast, skilful riding in the wet, slippery conditions. At the flag it was 1st, Andy, 2nd Carl and 3rd Lee. 

A mention must also go to Husaberg privateers Kev Drayton and Andy Williamson, finishing 5th and 8th respectively, pulling some good manoeuvres to get there. 

The B group race saw Greg take the hole shot and clear the rest of the field, winning by over half a lap, to move back up to the A group, where he would have to start from the back of the grid.

Race 3 was a real cracker with the rain clouds disappearing, a dry line was appearing in the track, making tyre choice difficult. With still a lot of wet patches on the track most riders opted for full wets, but with Greg being at the back of the grid, he decided to gamble on a rear slick and wet front. This would prove to be a wise choice.

As the flag dropped, Andy uncharacteristically made a bad start down in 9th place. Lee and Carl didn’t do much better in 5th and 6th, however they wasted no time and by the end of the second lap they were into 1st and 2nd places. Andy was also on the move and up to 5th place, needing only to score 10 points in this race to secure the championship. He was riding with caution, only to out brake himself and crash taking Honda rider Aaron Holmes with him. Luckily both riders were unhurt and both restarted, Andy down in 18th place. Greg on the other hand was charging through the field, and when Andy crashed he inherited 4th place but was a long way back from the first three. 

With the track drying, Greg’s tyre choice would prove crucial. By two thirds distance he passed team mate Lee to take the lead and opened up a 15 second lead, which he held to the finish. Lee held on to second, to take the overall win, Carl dropped to fourth, with his rear tyre totally disintegrated. After his crash Andy charged through the field to take 7th and clinch the championship for the second year. This meant he had become the only rider in NORA history to successfully defend his titles.

Greg’s journey from Dublin was made more pleasant after his fantastic last race he was awarded the Pemberton Tyres rider of the day award, picking up a cheque for £150.

Special thanks to all our sponsors; Putoline, Michelin, Lazer, Sinisalo, Enigma signs, WDS and MTM for all their help to make this season possible.

Thanks to mechanics, Andy Fawcett and Chris Hartley and to Maria Garcia, Andrea Fairbrother and Christine Rhodes for their help with the team.

A big thank you to George Lee from Grand Ventures for the loan of the excellent motorhome.

Last but not least thank you and well done to all the riders for all their efforts.

