Race report for the Supermoto des Nations, at the Bishopscourt circuit, Northern Ireland, on Sunday 1st October 2006

Preparations for the first ever Supermoto des Nations for the DCR team began about six weeks ago when we found out that Husaberg rider Greg Kinsella had been picked for the Irish team. We had to prep the 2007 model 650 that he had previously ridden twice in England, prior to this event.

David Larsson, International sales manager for Husaberg, also asked us if we could prep a bike for one of the South African team riders. We agreed to do this and he put us in touch with the South African Importer, who then asked if we could actually help two riders, which we said we should be able to manage. We were told they would arrive in England on the Wednesday before the event to test ride the bikes before going to Ireland.

A week and a half to go before the event I got a call “Hello Dave, it is Koky, we are at Preston station”, my reply to which was “what the hell are you doing there?!” They had turned up ten days before the race! I picked them up and brought them back to the DCR workshop, the riders Michael and Riaan excitedly asked which were their bikes?

Mike was told he would be riding Andy Mitchell’s championship winning 450 and Riaan was shown a frame with just the engine in as his ride. He asked “Is it fast?” and was told “well it will be when it gets the suspension and wheels in!”

On the Thursday, DCR team leader Andy Mitchell and mechanic Andy Fawcett took them down to Trax, an excellent practice track here in Preston for a serious workout. We took them practicing again on the Sunday, then for more serious training in the Preston night spots on Tuesday evening, before they boarded a plane to Belfast on the Wednesday before the race.

Back at the DCR workshop, Dave and mechanic Andy had fully loaded the van on Thursday and set off to get the overnight Norfolkline ferry to Belfast, arriving at the Bishopscourt circuit at 8 o’clock on Friday morning. We started work reframing Greg’s bike with a DCR stiffened frame, on completion it was presented to technical control and proved to be the quietest and lightest bike at the meeting. Thanks to WDS air suspension, it weighed in at 110kg with fuel and was the only bike to go straight through technical control.

The South African team meanwhile had struck very lucky, after meeting a guy in a pub who offered to loan them his £100,000 race truck for the weekend – this could only happen in Ireland!

Saturday – Qualifying

Not all Husaberg riders had a trouble free run, Greg qualified 5th in the SM1 class, South African riders Mike Kok and Riaan Neveling improved more and more as the day went on and SMR rider Keith Farmer came into the pits with his engine running ok but oil leaking out of a crack in the crank case. Husaberg R&D rider Martin Linde crashed heavily, breaking 3 ribs and cracking his jaw in the process and Portuguese riderAntonio Oliviera broke a main bearing in the engine. The outcome of all this was a happy Greg qualifying  5th , Mike qualifying 6th and Riaan 7th, Keith Farmers SMR team had to swap engines, Martin Linde drank whisky for the pain and DCR International Rescue came to the aid of the Portuguese team. DCR mechanic Andy Fawcett and myself stripped down their engine to see that it was the main bearing we needed, a call to Irish dealer Stephen Duddy arranged for the parts to be there first thing on Sunday.

Sunday – Race day

We arrived at the track at 8am to meet the Portuguese team and Stephen Duddy, who told us he would be twenty minutes when we phoned him as he hadn’t arrived. An hour and a half later he arrived after having a twenty mile trip to do, I told him I used to have a van like that too!

Andy and Stephen started to assemble the engine while I prepared Greg’s engine for free practice. After free practice I prepped Greg’s bike for the first race, finishing just as the Portuguese engine was ready and the team brought in the chassis, which we fitted the engine into. The bike started on the second kick with half an hour to spare before the first race – not bad  even by DCR standards!

Race 1 S1 and S2

With most teams opting to put the 450 riders at the front of the grid, Greg had to start from the back row and rode like a hero to finish 5th. South African Riaan Neveling kept pushing hard to finish 16th and the Portuguese rider Antonio Oliviera made it to the finish in 19th place, but the hero of the race in DCR terms was Husaberg R&D Swedish team rider Martin Linde who looking like he had done 10 rounds with Mike Tyson managing to finish 18th, broken bones and all.

Race 2 S2 and Open

There were only two Husaberg  riders in this race, Irish rider Keith Farmer and South African Mike Kok had to start from the back of the grid, Keith finished 16th and Mike 15th.

Race 3 S1 and Open

Full size bikes on a full size track, that was what the crowds had come to see, and when you saw the fastest motard riders on the fastest motard bikes in the world thundering down the monstrously long start straight to the first corner, it was one of the most awesome sights you will ever see. Especially as there had been a heavy rain downpour ten minutes before the start of the race, making it very slippery. The best of the Husaberg riders was Greg Kinsella who rode really well to finish 6th and got 3rd overall in the S1 class.

Keith Farmer also rode well, starting from the back of the grid again he started slowly building up speed lap after lap to look more like the hard charging rider we have been seeing all year, finishing 9th helping the Irish team to finish 5th overall. 

South Africans, Mike and Riaan both rode extremely well considering that neither had ridden in the rain before, finishing 11th and 17th respectively. Portuguese rider Antonio Oliviera managed to finish 19th after his mad dash engine rebuild. 

Swede Martin Linde once again rode through the pain to finish 18th, then went straight to hospital, get well soon!

Summary

This was a fantastic event, where nations from all over the world came together to race for their country, and there was a very special atmosphere. There was a slight glitch when the organisers put up the wrong flag for the Irish team, causing some people to get a bit stressed!

Thanks must go to Winston Buchanan, team leader for the Irish team, organizing the race truck to work in and looking after the riders, he was always busy and under pressure but did a great job.

It was great to meet and help out Husaberg riders from other countries, thanks to all the sponsors and to DCR mechanic Andy Fawcett for his time and help.

