Race report for the final round of the Irish Supermoto Championship at Punchestown, Southern Ireland on the 8th October 2006

Preparations had started immediately after the Supermoto of Nations the previous weekend. Returning to the DCR workshops on Monday straight from the ferry, work began on Greg Kinsella’s 450. This little bike has performed excellently all year, with oil and filter changes having been the only maintenance needed. With Greg having such a big lead in the championship we did not want to push our luck, so a full strip down was in order. The only parts to be replaced were the main bearings, piston rings and cam chain, amazing really after a full hard season with Greg Kinsella on board.

Travelling to Ireland was on a very tight schedule, after having another of our very successful training days at TRAX on the Saturday, on returning  to the DCR workshop at 4.30, after a quick reload of the van, Dave, travelling on his own this time made the quick dash to Birkenhead to catch the overnight ferry to Dublin. Due to the very rough seas the ferry was late arriving, then getting lost round Dublin and making several phone calls to get directions, Dave finally arrived at the track just after 9am. The bikes were taken out of the van quickly and put through scrutineering, just in the nick of time. (DCR saying “nothing like a mild spot of panic before the off”!)

Qualifying

Qualifying went extremely well, Greg was over three seconds faster than his nearest rival in the 450 class and one second faster in the open class, gaining him pole position in both.

450 Race1

Greg made the holeshot, followed by his nearest rival for the championship and last year’s champion, David McKee. After several laps, David McKee made what looked like a very rough pass to take the lead. Only a lap later he pulled over looking down at the bike, allowing Greg to retake the lead, only to make the same manoeuvre again in the same place at the same corner. After several frantic pit signals, telling Greg not to get drawn into a confrontation, as he only needed to finish in the top four to clinch the championship in race 1, Greg rode a very tactical race to finish in second place and clinch the championship.

Open Race 1

After talking with Dave back at the truck Greg decided to try to just ride steady in both the open races, as he only needed to finish in the top five in both to clinch the championship. He came in third in race 1.

450 Race 2

Greg opted not to do this race as he had already won the championship and wanted to concentrate on the last open race.

Open Race 2

A very close one at the first corner as SMR rider Keith Farmer pushed his way past to the front, Greg coming out of the corner in 5th place. After beating his nearest rival Keith Farmer in the first race, Greg only needed to finish in the top ten to win the championship. Moving up to third place by the halfway stage, he held this to the finish, clinching his second championship of the day.

Summary

Thanks to Irish dealer Stephen Duddy for all his help this year, to all the sponsors, Putoline, Michelin, Sinisalo, Lazer, Enigma signs, WDS Suspension and MTM, for all their support.

Congratulations to Greg on a well won championship after a long hard season, he now goes to Mettet as Irish Champion along with DCR teammate and Norasport Champion Andy Mitchell, best of luck guys!

