Race report for the final round of the MRO British Championship at Snetterton, 9th and 10th September 2006
The DCR team, after a successful time at the NORA end of season round at Three Sisters the previous weekend, made the long journey down to the Snetterton race circuit near Thetford in Norfolk, for the 6th and final round of the MRO British Championship.
 

All the riders arrived at the track on Saturday, except myself and Chris Hartley who, due to work commitments, traveled down on Saturday evening. We left the DCR workshop around 5 o'clock making good time. They don’t call those Merc vans “Sprinters” for nothing! We arrived at the hotel at 9pm, after a brief stop to meet Husaberg dealer Gary Grover, who was picking up his new '07 FE450E from us. Greg Kinsella, on the other hand, after making the 12 hour trip from Dublin, arrived at the track at 10.30pm only to meet up with the security guard from hell! The guard was not going to allow Greg into the pits as he didn't have the correct pass, unless they paid him £50! Greg said O.K. but that he could only pay in euros or by using his credit card. The guard insisted that he needed to pay cash in his hand or they were not getting in. After 12 hours traveling, Greg’s dad had had enough! It's amazing just how fast though, that fat security guards can run when they think that they are going to get run over by a 10 ton race truck!
 

Qualifying was a bit of a lottery. With no transponders being used, times seemed a bit strange to say the least!
SM1 RACE 1
At the start, Sam Warren made the hole shot, followed by DCR rider Andy Mitchell. Both riders cleared off into the distance, building up a commanding lead by 3/4 distance. Back markers started to come into play on entry to the dirt section. Sam managed to slip past KTM rider Kev Bancroft, who was unaware how close Andy was, going onto the dirt section. With the dirt section being only one line, Andy only made his way past coming out of it and Sam had been allowed to build up a 100metre lead. He held his lead to the finish with Andy coming in second. A bit further back it was a Husaberg formation with Lee Jones 5th and SMR rider Keith Farmer 6th, 7th Greg Kinsella and 8th Carl Shield.
 

SM1 RACE 2
Race 2 saw SMR Keith Farmer take the hole shot from Sam Warren and Andy Mitchell. After 3 laps, Keith made a slight mistake allowing Sam Warren past to take the lead, and then all three riders moved clear of the rest of the field. At the 3/4 stage again, back markers came into play, this time Keith coming off worst but both Keith and Andy did not give up and started lapping faster than leader Sam Warren, closing the gap to 20mtrs at the finish. Behind this group was a Husaberg formation of Carl Shield, Lee Jones and Greg Kinsella, each rider taking it in turns to lead. Carl came off the best and at the finish it was a Husaberg rider in 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th! Well done chaps!
 

SUPER FINAL
This race saw the best riders from SM3, SM2 and SM1 come together for the last race of the day, the 'Super Final'. For the SM1 riders it was a bit of a fraught affair with only 5mins from the SM1 race finishing to the Super final starting. Greg came in needing to change a rear tyre for the super final. When he got back to the truck the race control was calling the riders to the start. In three minutes, we had a wheel out, a rear Michelin on and the wheel replaced just in time for Greg to make it to the grid.
At the start it was Sam and Andy banging bars again, both riders showing why they are national champions. The third place rider out on his own was German rider Jochan Jasinski, Lee Jones was in 4th and Greg in 5th. With only two laps remaining, Andy suffered his first DNF of the year when he crashed, breaking his gear lever in the process and was unable to continue. This moved a hard charging Lee Jones up to 3rd and Greg to 4th. With the championship now over, Andy finished 3rd in the open class after winning both Nora championships last week and Greg finished 3rd in the super final championship and will now go on to try and win both the Irish championships he now leads, with two rounds remaining.

Thanks to MOTO GB for putting on an excellent championship. Also to mechanics, Chris Hartley and Andy Fawcett for all of their help and hard work and last but not least, our sponsors Putoline,Michelin, Lazer, Sinisalo, Race FX and Enigma Signs for all their help. 

