Race report for the final round of the Norasport Championship at Cadwell Park and end of season roundup for 2008.

Cadwell is situated near Louth in Lincolnshire and is one of the UK’s premier tracks so it was a fitting place to hold the last race of the season.

DCR team riders Carl Shield, Lee Cunliffe and Scott Woodacre arrived at the track on Saturday morning for practice. Mechanic Andy and I joined them on Saturday afternoon. As we arrived at the track, Typhoon Cadwell had just started. Andy and I looked at each other, read each others minds, thought “Black Horse”, then did a swift about turn and sped off to the Black Horse pub, which was to be our B+B for the night. There we met up with Husaberg privateers, Andy Williamson, Dave Brookes and Craig Brizby. After chomping through my mixed grill I looked out of the window to see unbelievably bad weather, the road was like a river and the wind was blowing a gale. It looked like anyone camping at the track would have been washed or blown away. I held that thought….then asked for the dessert menu!

The next morning we were up at 6am and raring to go, but at breakfast the landlord told us there was no way out of the village as the roads were flooded. Although our stay at the Black Horse had been enjoyable, staying there for the day was not an option. 

After a five mile detour we managed to escape from Donnington on Bain and made it to Cadwell. On arrival we met up with the team and everyone had survived the night at the track, to my knowledge nobody had drowned. Husaberg privateer Rick Nuttall came closest when the tent he had loaned from a friend sprang several leaks, so Rick had to spend the night in the shallow end! He made it out to race all three races…top man!

The main reason we had gone to Cadwell was to try and win a championship, so it was back to the serious job of trying to do so. Before practice I rode my pushbike round the track to check the conditions after the overnight weather. You could see why this is one of the top venues on the calendar as there wasn’t one puddle on the track.

Qualifying 

The team didn’t do that well in qualifying with Carl in 7th, Lee 8th and Scott down in 15th. All the riders said there hadn’t been any problems; they just kept catching slower riders in the wrong parts of the track.

Race 1

Carl got off to a good start in 3rd and was riding smoothly and looking good. In front of him was ex DCR rider and world champion race winner Christian Iddon followed by another ex DCR rider Lee Jones. Neither of these was in contention for the championship so Carl was happy to sit there and keep it safe. At half distance, Carl’s two main rivals crashed giving us just the break we needed, the positions at the flag were Carl 3rd, Husaberg privateer Chris Babbitt 4th, Lee 6th and Scott 8th.

Race 2

Carl again got a good start and was in 2nd place with Chris behind him. Lee had dropped back a bit at the start but was on the move up into 6th and Scott was 7th. Then at 2/3rds distance disaster struck when Carl noticed oil all over his boot. He pulled up his bike to check it and found a crack in the engine case, so he had to stop his bike which sadly meant that his challenge for the championship was over. 

Chris went on to finish 3rd after holding 2nd until the last corner. Lee was 5th and Scott 6th. 

On returning to the pits Carl was very calm, I was the most upset, but looking at the engine there was nothing any of us could have done to prevent it from happening. 

Race 3

Carl chose not to ride in the last race as he could not improve on 3rd in the championship and could not be caught by anyone else for the position. So it was me and Carl cheering on the young guys instead. At the start Chris Babbitt was chasing Christian Iddon and pushing him hard. Lee was in 6th and Scott 7th. By the half way stage Christian could not shake off Mr Babbitt who was going for the win.

Lee moved up into 5th and Scott 6th, then Chris trying a little bit too hard crashed, but even while crashing still managed to look stylish! While his bike was sliding down the track, Chris was still holding onto the handlebars, holding the clutch in and keeping the revs up. About 80 yards later he came to a stop and was up and back on the bike quicker than he had crashed!

Lee moved through to finish 4th, but another lap and he might have made the podium as his lap times had got quicker as the race went on. Scott finished 5th and Chris rejoined the track in 9th but would move up to 6th at the finish.

Summary

What an up and down year it had been for the DCR team, it wasn’t the way we had wanted to end the championship but for me personally there had been a lot more ups than downs.

Carl won more races than any of his competitors, and if NORA had allowed a rider to drop his worst three races as they have in previous years then instead of having his worst race meeting he would have won the championship. To win a championship a rider must stay injury free and have some good luck, so breaking his collar bone and getting savaged by an Alsatian dog did not do Carl’s championship cause any good.

The two younger team members Scott and Lee both showed flashes of brilliance and had some fantastic rides, both finishing the season strong. The final positions were Carl 3rd, Scott 4th and Lee 7th. A mention must go to Husaberg privateer Chris Babbitt, who since he started drinking Lancashire tea has gone faster and faster and finished the season 6th in the championship. This just goes to show you don’t need energy drinks if you have a cup of Lancashire in the morning you are set up for the day, Chris swears it is good for 2 seconds a lap!

Big thanks to our sponsors for their continued support, especially in the present economic climate we do not take anything for granted here at DCR and your help has been greatly received. To anybody reading this report please remember to support the companies and people that support your sport as without them it could not happen.

Thanks also to Norasport for promoting another excellent championship again.

Many thanks to team mechanic Andy Fawcett for all his help; he is always willing to give that extra bit of time and effort. One Saturday after working all day, when we were due to go up to Rowragh in Cumbria on Sunday morning, we had a call from Scott saying he had broken his bike. Without any hesitation, Andy said he would go for his bag and that we had better get up there that evening. We arrived about 8.30pm then spent until midnight stripping and rebuilding Scott’s engine, only for Scott to crash in practice and miss the racing due to being concussed. All Andy said was “That’s racing!” He doesn’t fuss or complain, I have lost count of the amount of times he has put in extra effort like this and I am glad to have him on board.

There are many people to give special thanks to, Barry Urand from Michelin, Paul and Lynn from Lancashire Tea, Neil from Pro-Action, Glen from Regina, everybody at MDL, Motul and Lazer, Justin from JKR Scaffolding, Lee and Scott’s Dad’s Tony and Terry, Carl, Lee, Scott, Maria for her help with PR and race reports and last but not least to my partner Christine for putting up with me for another race season charging all over the country.

