Race report for the first round of the British and Norasport Supermoto Championships at the Three Sisters Circuit, 7th to 9th April 2007

Hello race fans, 

The DCR team is back again for another hot season of Supermoto racing!

Preparations for this year’s championship started back in January with testing at Three Sisters as reported in a previous. As there was no winter series this year, this was the first race of the year for both DCR riders, Andy Mitchell and Greg Kinsella.

As usual the season always comes around faster than anticipated and this year was no different. Dave and mechanic Andy spent many hours burning the midnight oil prepping the spare bikes. After many frantic phone calls from Alex trying to track down urgent spares, KTM’s Matt Walker ended up meeting Dave at nine o’clock at night on the M6 with parts for Greg’s spare bike (top guy, thanks Matt!)

Grand Venture’s George Lee lost his mind as the pressure got to much, double booking the team truck, then not taking the keys when he went to collect the other one he was loaning us, added to his stress levels! As always, everything always comes together just in time and by Friday afternoon all the trucks were in position in the Three Sisters paddock, ready for qualifying on Saturday.

Saturday Qualifying

This was qualifying for the Championship series, not the race. This meant that any rider who qualified today would be in the series for the whole year.

Both Andy and Greg had a slow start, changing set-ups on both bikes, improving to finish with Greg qualifying 5th and Andy 6th without much drama.

Sunday Qualifying

Having both qualified for the British Championship series the day before, both Andy and Greg improved on their times again, Andy finishing 6th and Greg 5th, putting them on the second row of the grid.

Monday Race 1

After a sunny weekend, Easter Monday brought a cold and cloudy start to the day, which was going to make tyre choice difficult. Practice came and went with Greg crashing in his favourite place, luckily not damaging the bike or himself. As the first race was about to start, the weather changed and it started to rain so the race was declared a wet race by the organisers, meaning that whichever tyres you started with you would have to finish with and the race would not be stopped. The organisers delayed the start by five minutes to allow for tyres to be changed, but after two minutes of this period ordered all the riders to the line, leaving half of the riders in the pit box, having to start the race from there. Greg was unfortunately one of these riders. Andy had a great start, only to crash on the third lap while holding 3rd position and was unable to continue. Greg while fighting his way through the field slid off in the slippery conditions, remounted and finished 13th.

Race 2

Greg started from 13th and Andy with no major injuries although very sore, set off from the back row. Greg made a good start making his way to sixth place very quickly, charging hard worked his way to finish 4th at the flag. Andy had to pull up in the latter stages of the race as the pain became too much for him, meaning he would have to sit out the last race of the day.

Race 3

This was an epic, as the track started to dry, tyre choice would prove crucial. Dave kept an eye on the track conditions and with his local knowledge of the weather, decided to take a rear slick into the waiting area. Consulting with Greg and his teammate Andy, decided to go with the rear slick, this would prove to be the correct choice in the later stages of the race. Greg got a really good start, gating in 2nd place, after Dave’s advice to take it easy in the early part of the race, Greg promptly crashed, spinning out on the tight hairpin! He then restarted in tenth place, took the bit between his teeth and started to tear through the field, passing rider after rider, making his way up to 3rd place at the finish. This gained him enough points to make him 4th overall on the day.

Summary

We learnt many things from the meeting and realised one or two minor changes which need to be done before the next round at Lydd on the 5th and 6th May, which we are looking forward to. Apologies to Tony Brock after he received many texts and phone calls on the Sunday before the meeting, from concerned riders who had received text messages saying that the series had been cancelled! This was due to Christine trying to catch Dave out with an April fool, which he then sent to all the team who well and truly fell for it, Gotcha! 

Dave would like to say special thanks to all our sponsors for all their support, making this years race efforts possible, to Grand Venture for the loan of the motorhome, to my team members Andy Fawcett, Alex Wignall, Maria Garcia and Christine Rhodes for all their help and hard work, to KTM’s Matt Walker for going the extra mile to deliver the parts, to the riders for their spirited performances and to the organisers for a fantastic opening meeting of the year, even if they do need a new watch!

