Race Report for the 1st round of the Norasport Championship at the Three Sisters Race Circuit 
On 23rd and 24th March 2008
It was really great to get to start the first race of the championship at this top supermoto track ‘Three Sisters’ near Wigan, Lancs. After testing there at the beginning of the year all the team riders were looking forward to some good racing!

On Sunday the 250cc and 450cc championship races would take place, where DCR rider Lee Cunliffe would contest the 250 cc class, resulting in three start to finish victories, which would set him up nicely for the open championship on Monday.

Qualifying went well, with Carl in 3rd, Lee 4th and Scott 5th. Lee was very lucky not to get injured in the closing stages as he crashed heavily on the dirt section sending the bike and him cart-wheeling. A quick trip to the medical centre confirmed no broken bones, the bike on the other hand needed a bit more attention!

Race 1
Ex DCR rider Andy Mitchell took the hole shot followed by Britain’s no.1, another ex DCR rider (and GP winner) Christian Iddon. With Carl in third, these three started to move clear of last years champion James Addy. After three laps, Christian took the lead. Carl was desperately trying to get past Andy to try and go with Christian but it would take him two more laps to do so. This allowed Christian to open up a 100 yard lead which he held to the finish. Carl finished a good second, a bit further back down the field Lee was moving up after a few steady laps at the start. He was just behind Addy at the finish and would take 5th. Scott fell at the start but rode really well to finish just behind his team mate in 6th. 
Race 2

This time it was Carl who took the lead and after the first lap he was 30 yards clear and determined to take the win as Iddon had made a bad start down in 8th place but was on the move. Lee and Scott had not made the best of starts but were moving up the pack and by half way Lee was 6th and Scott 7th. Scott then passed his team mate and the pair both passed Andy Mitchell and were both catching James Addy up. With two laps to go Carl had a good lead but having chosen the soft tyres for maximum grip and having done the 1st race on the same rubber the rear was starting to go off. Christian sensing that something was wrong charged even harder and on the very last corner made a fantastic pass to take the win by a wheels length from Carl. Scott came home in 4th and lee 5th.
Race 3
After a snow shower which left the track wet Christian had to leave the meeting early to catch a flight to Italy to go testing with the Aprilla factory. Carl was in a determined mood and again took the hole shot and was never headed off. Scott made a good start and moved up into 3rd pushing Andy Mitchell all the way to the finish. Lee didn’t make the best of starts and was back in 10th but charged through to 5th right with James Addy at the finish, final results Carl 1st, Scott 3rd and Lee 5th.

Summary

It was a great weekend for the DCR team, having come away from Three Sisters with Lee leading the 250 class and Carl leading the open class. A mention must go to Husaberg riders Kev Drayton and Chris Babbitt on their good performances, 6th and 7th overall. This meant that out of the first seven places in the championship, 5 were Husabergs prepped by DCR!

Thanks as always to all our sponsors, we could not do it without you. Thanks to our newest sponsor Justin Randle from JNR Scaffolding who came down to support us, hope you enjoyed it.
We will be at Blyton for the next round on the 19th and 20th April, come and see us for a nice hot cup of Lancashire tea!

