RACE REPORT FOR THE THIRD ROUND OF THE BRITISH SUPERMOTO CHAMPIONSHIP AT ROCKINGHAM, CORBY ON SUNDAY 31ST JULY 2005

The DCR supermoto team travelled down to Rockingham on Friday to set up for practice on Saturday. The mechanics Chris Hartley and Andy Naylor were kept very busy on Saturday, having to make lots of adjustments, as riders were struggling with the demanding gravel surface of the off road section. They were under more pressure than usual as Dave was not able to go down on Saturday, due to shop commitments and it being his 44th birthday (ps, where was my cake Blake?!)

Dave travelled down to join the team on Sunday morning, helping the guys to make final adjustments before practice. It was obvious in practice that this was going to be  a very hard track to overtake on, and a high qualifying position would be essential.

In qualifying, Christian again showed why he is fourth in the world championship, setting pole position in the SM1. In the SM2 class, Sam Warren qualified third and Rocket Rob Cross managed to out qualify teammate Fred Fiorentino putting them in fourth and fifth position.

SM2 RACE 1

It was a start to finish win for KTM rider Matt Winstanley, Rob crashed whilst in 3rd position on the first lap, with no real damage apart from a badly bruised body and pride. Sam battled his way through from a poor start to take second position. Fred also struggled to pass riders on the tight track, finishing fourth.

SM2 RACE 2

This was a similar affair to the first race, Matt Winstanley took the holeshot and a comfortable win, Sam finished third after a couple of crashes and Fred again finished fourth.

SM1 RACE 1

Let the real racing begin! Christian took the holeshot from pole position, followed very closely by Matt Winstanley. Both riders started to open up a small lead, with Fred battling through to third, ahead of the marauding pack. At about one third distance, while trying to pass a back marker Christian was knocked off the track, he stopped the bike, allowing Matt to take the lead before rejoining the track. These positions stayed the same for a few more laps, with both riders getting caught out by back markers. Christian, after getting a good drive out of the final corner into the finish straight, tried to make a pass on Matt going into the first dirt corner, which could have gone very wrong. Christian locked the front wheel, had to let off the brakes, passing Matt at about 40mph too fast on the inside, missed the apex of the corner just managing to stop the bike before going into the spectator area. Matt was not too impressed by this manoeuvre, allowing Christian to overtake him and then ramming into him in one of the tighter corners, bringing both of them down. Christian was the first up, kicked his quick starting DCR Husaberg into life and rejoined the race, leaving Matt struggling to re start his KTM.

Meanwhile, on his way past the battling pair, Fred thought all his birthdays had come at once! After battling his way through to third with some fantastic late braking passing manoeuvres, Fred took the lead and never looked back. Although Christian was chasing hard, he was never going to catch Fred. Fred took the win, Christian second, Sam finished fourth after another crash and injured Andy Mitchell finished seventh (Andy’s arm was so badly bruised it looked tattooed!).

After the race, the clerk of the course called both Christian and Matt together and both riders were told that their racing was a little bit too fierce for his liking, and told them both to calm it down a bit.

SM1 RACE 2

You wouldn’t think they had just been told to calm it down! Both Matt and Christian were more determined than ever to get the win, Christian took the holeshot, closely followed by Matt. Fred again had a bad start and had to battle really hard to make his way through, making his passes at his favourite late braking spot. At approximately three quarter distance, two back markers collided, both went down under Christian’s front wheel, allowing Matt to take the lead. Christian remounted quickly and after a couple of laps was back with Matt. Fred was still chasing hard and slowly catching the leaders, but with the race drawing to a close he had left his charge too late.

Starting the last lap, Christian and Matt were both together and not to be put off by his earlier mistake, Christian slammed it down the inside of Matt again, this time managing to bring it to a halt. Matt crossed the back of Christian and re took the lead on the dirt section and held it to the finish. Christian finished second, Fred third, Sam fifth and Andy seventh. 

SUMMARY

Although the track was probably the worst motard track in the championship to date, the crowd was not disappointed with the racing they saw, as all the riders tried their best to put on a good show. This is no reflection on the Rockingham circuit, as it is a fantastic facility and riding on the in field circuit would have been a lot better option. Next on the calendar we will be back at Warden Law in sunny Sunderland on 14th August. 

Congratulations to new SMR team riders, Keith Farmer and Dave Hartley on their performances, both riders making top ten results first time out on the bikes.

I personally would like to say thank you to Blake Sporne, Selby Trotter, Chris Hartley and Andy Naylor for all their hard work this weekend, I wouldn’t be able to manage without you all! Also, well done to all the riders for their excellent efforts yet again. 

